
Nevis
skink
Oligosoma toka

I look similar to...

Conservation 
status
Regional    At Risk: Declining 
National    At Risk: Declining 

Main threats
Habitat change
(e.g. land development 
and fire)

Introduced predators 
(e.g. rodents, hedgehogs, 
weasels, stoats, 
ferrets and cats)

!

1,900 m

500 m

I inhabit...
Tussock grasslands and shrublands, 
often with rock cover (e.g. river terraces, 
matagouri and Dracophyllum shrubland, 
fields of Aciphylla spear grass, scree).

I eat...
Small invertebrate 
prey and berries.

Identify me by my...

Body length: Up to 71 mm 

Black or rich-brown 
colouration on 
upper surfaces 

Mustard-yellow belly 

Three large scales 
in second row 
above each eyelid

Dark stripe 
along back

Thick, pale, 
cream or 
yellowish stripes

Tussock skink 

McCann’s skink Southern grass skink 

1 2 3

Otago Distribution

Otago is a
national stronghold
(over 20% of the

population is
found here).
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