


























" Where amendments have been sought, we have used underlined text to indicate

recommended additions fo the provisions and strikethrough to indicate recommendations for
the removal of the proposed text. Please note to avoid the potential for confusion, we have
removed in Appendix A any hyperlinks (which also appear as underlined text) from the
proposed provisions.

Appendix A can be provided in MSWord format if this would be more useful to the Hearing
Officers or to the Panel.

Thank you again for this opportunity to provide a submission. For any clarification on the
submission points contained within Appendix A, please contact Paul Thompson
(paul.thompson@ecan.govi.nz) and he will be happy to assist the Hearing Officers.

We wish to retain the opportunity to speak in support of our submission.

Andrew Parrish
Planning Section Manager
(Authorised under delegated authority from the Canterbury Regional Council)

Date: 25/08/2021






issue for the Canterbury region in this regard is the effect on administration and the processing of
coastal water quality from land areas and for Tangata whenua, applications for resource consents. Otago’s
Otago Regional Council and Marlborough District Council. cross-boundary matters include:

s adverse effects in one jurisdiction due
to the activities in another,
particularly where territorial
authority boundaries do not match
catchment boundaries, as with the
Clutha Mata-au, or the Waitaki River
catchment over which Otago and
Canterbury Regional Councils share
jurisdiction, or Otago’s
coastal environment, which covers
three territorial
authorities’ jurisdictions, and may be
affected by land uses in the other two
(through sediment flowing down the
Clutha Mata-au, for instance) and
which may also have adverse effects
on the Canterbury coastal
environment;

Part 1 Introduction | Support The recognition that the processes that can be used to address Retain as notified or preserve the original
and General under the cross boundary matters includes cooperation and partnerships intent.
Provisions heading with other local authorities such as the sharing information to
‘Cooperation | ensure natural resources are not artificially fragmented is
How the policy and consistent with the Canterbury regional planning framework.
statement works partnerships
with other




Cross-boundary local

matters authorities’

Cooperation and

partnerships with

other local

authorities

How the policy Support the | The proposed definition of ‘Local authority’ is supported in Retain as notified or preserve the original
statement works definition of | connection with the other relief sought in this submission. intent.

‘Local

Interpretation authority’

Definitions

Local authority

Part 2 — Resource Support IM- | The co-ordinated management of natural and physical resources Retain as notified or preserve the original
management p7 across jurisdictional boundaries is necessary for the management intent.

overview of cross boundary issues, including boundaries shared with

neighbouring regions.

IM — Integrated

Management

Policies

IM-P7 — Cross

boundary

management

Part 2 — Resource Support The recognition provided by clause 4 of Policy IM-P12 that the Retain as notified or preserve the original
management clause 4 of objectives of regional policy statements in neighbouring regions intent.

overview IM-P12 may also be relevant to activities under this policy is supported.

IM — Integrated
Management




Policies

IM-P12 —
Contravening
environmental
bottom lines for
climate change

mitigation

Part 2 — Resource Support IM- | The management of cumulative effects may be necessary for the Retain as notified or preserve the original
management P13 management of cross boundary issues, including boundaries intent.

overview shared with neighbouring regions.

IM — Integrated

Management

Policies

IM-P13 - Managing

cumulative effects

Part 2 — Resource Support Clause 5 of Method IM-M1 requires a ki uta ki tai approach to Retain as notified or preserve the original
management clause 5 of resource management is adopted and should involve collaboration | intent.

overview IM-M1 between local authorities to achieve consistent management of

IM - Integrated
Management

Methods

IM-M1 — Regional
and district plans

resources or effects that cross jurisdictional boundaries. The
proposed definition of ‘local authorities’ includes a regional council
or territorial authority and as such clause 5 recognises that such

collaboration may involve local authorities in neighbouring regions.

This matter is necessary as the Method IM-M1 implements in part
the management of cumulative effects {as proposed by Policy IM-
P7) and the co-ordinated management of natural and physical
resources {as proposed by Policy IM-P13) which may involve cross
boundary matters including boundaries with neighbouring regions.




The intent of IM-M2 is supported. The proposed amendment seeks

Part 2 — Resource Amend IM-M2 ~ Relationships

management clause 2 of to give stronger recognition to working with local authorities in

overview IM-M2 neighbouring regions to enable IM-M2 to implement in part the Starting immediately, local authorities must:

management of cumulative effects (as proposed by Policy IM-P7)

IM — Integrated and the co-ordinated management of natural and physical 1. partner with Kai Tahu to ensure mana

Management resources (as proposed by Policy IM-P13) which may involve cross whenua involvement in resource

boundary matters including boundaries with neighbouring regions. management,

Methods The proposed amendment is consistent with IM-M1.

2. work together and with other

IM-M2 - agencies including local authorities in

Relationships neighbouring regions to ensure
consistent implementation of the
objectives, policies and methods of
this RPS, and

3.
Part 3 - Domains Amend The intent of CE-M1 is supported. The proposed amendment seeks | CE-M1 — Identifying the coastal environment
and Topics clause 1 of to ensure the identification of the coastal environment across
CE-M1 regional boundaries takes place in an integrated form. The Local authorities must:

Domains proposed amendment gives stronger recognition to the need to

work collaboratively with regional and territorial councils in 1. no later than 31 May 2023, work

CE - Coastal neighbouring regions when identifying the landward extent of the collaboratively, including with local

Environment
Methods
CE-M1 — Identifying

the coastal
environment

coastal environment.

This relief acknowledges that while NZCPS Policy 1 recognises the
extent and characteristics of the coastal environment vary from
region to region and locality to locality; and the issues that arise
may have different effects in different localities, NZCPS Policy 1
recognises the coastal environment includes a variety of areas and
features including, inter alia, elements and features that contribute
to the natural character, landscape, visual qualities or amenity
values (NZCPS Policy 1 clause (2)(f)). Proposed Policy CE-P2(1)(f)

authorities in neighbouring regions,
to

a. identify the landward extent of
the coastal environment, in
accordance with CE-P2(1),

b. map the landward extent of the
coastal environment area in the




also recognises that these features are to be taken into account
when identifying the landward extent of the coastal environment.

The potential for natural character to involve cross boundary
matters with neighbouring regions is recognised by clause 5(c) of
ECO-M2 which identifies the lower Waitaki River as a significant
natural area noting that Part 1 - Introduction and General
Provisions recognises that the Otago and Canterbury Regional
Councils share jurisdiction of the Waitaki River catchment.

The potential for landscape, visual qualities and amenity values to
involve cross boundary matters with the Canterbury region can
also be found in connection with the relief sought to clause 3 of
Method NFL-M1.

The proposed relief is consistent with the Canterbury regional
planning framework. Policy 8.3.2 of the Canterbury Regional Policy
Statement (CRPS) provides for the integration of management of
natural and physical resources and activities in the coastal
environment, including those that cross administrative boundaries.

relevant regional and district
plans.

Part 3 - Domains
and Topics

Domains

CE - Coastal
Environment

Methods

Amend
clause 1 of
CE-M2

The intent of CE-M2 is supported. The proposed amendment seeks
to ensure the identification of ‘other areas’ in the coastal
environment takes place in an integrated form. The proposed
amendment gives stronger recognition to the need to work
collaboratively with regional and territorial councils in
neighbouring regions when identifying ‘other areas’ in the coastal
environment. ‘

The proposed relief is consistent with the identification of Otago’s
cross-boundary matters in Part 1 — Introduction and General
Provisions which recognises resources that cross local

CE-M2 — Identifying other areas

Local authorities must work collaboratively
together, including with local authorities in
neighbouring regions, to:

1. identify areas and values of high and
outstanding natural character within
their jurisdictions in accordance
with CE-P4(1), map the areas and
describe their values in the




CE-M2 — Identifying
other areas

authority boundaries must be managed in a uniform manner, such
as outstanding natural features, outstanding natural landscapes
and significant natural areas. The potential for natural character to
involve cross boundary matters with neighbouring regions is
recognised by clause 5(c) of ECO-M2 which identifies the lower
Waitaki River as a significant natural area noting that Part 1 -
Introduction and General Provisions recognises that the Otago and
Canterbury Regional Councils share jurisdiction of the Waitaki
River catchment

The proposed relief is consistent with the Canterbury regional
planning framework. Policy 8.3.2 of the CRPS provides for the
integration of management of natural and physical resources and
activities in the coastal environment, including those that cross
administrative boundaries. CRPS Policy 12.3.4 Consistency of
identification and management of outstanding natural features
and outstanding natural landscapes recognises that although a
uniform management framework is not expected, widely varying
methods of management in adjacent districts or regions have the
potential to create different outcomes for the same outstanding
natural landscape area. This may create inequalities for
landowners and resource users across local authority boundaries.
It is appropriate that landscape management is addressed as a
cross-boundary issues requiring some consistency in their
identification and management.

relevant regional and district plans,
and identify their capacity to
accommodate change through use or
development while protecting the
values that contribute to the natural
character of the area being
considered high or outstanding,

identify areas and values of
outstanding natural features,
landscapes, and seascapes (in the
coastal environment) within their
jurisdictions in accordance with CE-
P6(1), map the areas and describe
their values in the

relevant regional and district plans,
and identify their capacity to
accommodate change through use or
development while protecting the
values that contribute to the natural
features, landscapes, and seascapes
being considered outstanding,

identify areas and values of
indigenous biodiversity within their
jurisdictions in accordance with CE-
PS5, map the areas and describe their
values in the

relevant regional and district

plans, and




4. prioritise identification under (1) - (3)
in areas that are:

a. likely to face development or
growth pressure over the life
of this RPS, or

b. likely to contain outstanding
natural character areas,
outstanding natural features
or landscapes, and areas of
significant
indigenous biodiversity,
including the areas in the
table below:

Table 2: Areas likely to contain significant values

Oamaru Harbour
Breakwater
Moeraki Beach
Moeraki Peninsula
Shag Point & Shag
River Estuary
Stony Creek Estuary
Pleasant River
Estuary
Hawksbury Inlet
Waikouaiti River
Estuary

Karitane Headland

Puketeraki

Te Whakarekaiwi
Papanui inlet
Hoopers Inlet
Kaikorai Estuary
Brighton

Akatore Creek
Estuary
Tokomairiro Estuary
Wangaloa

Clutha River Mata-
au, Matau Branch
Nugget Point

Surat Bay

Catlins Lake Estuary
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Blueskin Bay Jacks Bay
Orokonui Inlet Waiheke Beach
Mapoutahi Tahakopa Estuary
Purakanui Inlet Oyster Bay
Aramoana Tautuku Estuary
Otago Harbour Waipati Estuary &
Historic Walls Kinakina Island
Otakou & Taiaroa

Head

Pipikaretu Point

Part 3 - Domains
and Topics

Domains

LF - Land and
freshwater

LF-VM — Visions and
management

Objectives

LF-VM-03 — North
Otago FMU vision

Support
clause 1 of
Objective LF-
VM-03

The reach of the lower Waitaki River within the Otago region is
located within the North Otago FMU. The recognition that the
Waitaki River in Otago is influenced in part by catchment areas
within the Canterbury region is supported.

Retain Objective LF-VM-03 clause 1 as
notified or preserve the original intent.

Part 3 - Domains
and Topics

Domains

Amend
clause 1 and
clause 3 of
LF-FW-M5

The intent of LF-FW-MS5 is supported. The proposed amendment
to clause 3 of LFF-FW—-MS5 seeks to require consultation with local
authorities in the identification outstanding water bodies. The
intent of the proposed relief is to promote integrated management
of any outstanding water bodies that cross local authority

LF-FW~-M5 — Outstanding water bodies

No later than 31 December 2023, Otago
Regional Council must:

(K




LF—Lland and
freshwater

LF-FW - Freshwater
Methods
LF-FW-M5 —

Outstanding water
bodies

boundaries. The proposed relief recognises that the criteria for
identifying outstanding water bodies {contained in proposed
Appendix APP1) includes, inter alia, ecology, landscape and natural
character matters. The proposed relief is consistent with the relief
sought in relation to CE-M1, CE-M2 and NFL-M1 in connection with
the identification of the coastal environment, ‘other areas’ in the
coastal environment and natural features and landscapes outside
of the coastal environment respectively and recognition that these
features may span jurisdictional boundaries. Part 1 — Introduction
and General Provisions recognises that Otago’s cross-boundary
matters include resources that cross local authority boundaries,
and these are to be managed in a uniform manner, such as
outstanding natural features, outstanding natural landscapes

and significant natural areas.

The proposed relief is consistent with the Canterbury regional
planning framework. CRPS Policy 12.3.4 seeks to ensure
consistency in the identification and management of outstanding
natural features and outstanding natural landscapes. This policy
recognises that these features do not always begin and end within
regional or district boundaries.

A minor correction is also proposed in connection with an incorrect
cross-reference in clause 1 of LF-FW-MS5. It is proposed the cross
reference in clause 1 to Policy LF-VM-P6 Relationship

between FMUs and rohe is amended to Policy LF-FW-P11
Identifying outstanding water bodies.

1. in partnership with Kai Tahu,
undertake a review based on existing
information and develop a list
of water bodies likely to contain
outstanding values, including
those water bodies listed in-LF—\p—
P6&; LF-FW-P11

2. identify the outstanding values of
those water bodies {if any) in
accordance with APP3,

3. consult with the public during the
identification process, and local
authorities

4. map outstanding water bodies and
identify their outstanding and
significant values in the
relevant regional plan(s), and

5. include provisions in regional plans to
avoid the adverse effects of activities
on the significant and outstanding
values of outstanding water bodies.

Part 3 - Domains
and Topics

Topics

Support
clause 3 of
ECO-M2

The direction under clause 3 of ECO-M2 that identification of
significant natural areas (that span jurisdictional boundaries) by
local authorities must involve collaborative working to ensure

Retain as notified or preserve the original
intent.
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ECO - Ecosystems
and indigenous
biodiversity

Methods

ECO-M2 —

Identification
of significant
natural areas

areas identified by different local authorities are not artificially
fragmented is supported.

Clause 5(c) of ECO-M2 identifies the Lower Waitaki River as a
significant natural area. Part 1 — Introduction and General
Provisions recognises that the Otago and Canterbury Regional
Councils share jurisdiction of the Waitaki River catchment. The
identification of Otago’s cross-boundary matters (also in Part 1)
includes resources that cross local authority boundaries which
must be managed in a uniform manner, such as outstanding
natural features, outstanding natural landscapes and significant
natural areas. Clause 3 of ECO-M2 is consistent with ECO-M6.

Clause 3 of ECO-M2 is consistent with the Canterbury regional
planning framework. CRPS Policy 9.3.3 Integrated Management
Approach which adopts an integrated and co-ordinated
management approach to halting the decline in Canterbury’s
indigenous biodiversity through, inter alia, collaboration between
key agencies and individuals. The Canterbury Biodiversity Strategy
recognises that biodiversity crosses regional authority boundaries
and it will be necessary to work with adjacent Regional Councils
(and relevant District Councils).

Part 3 - Domains
and Topics

Topics
ECO - Ecosystems

and indigenous
biodiversity

Support

The direction in ECO-M6 that local authorities will work
collaboratively with other local authorities to adopt an integrated
approach to manage biodiversity across administrative boundaries
is supported.

Clause 5(c) of ECO-M2 identifies the Lower Waitaki River as a
significant natural area. Part 1 — Introduction and General
Provisions recognises that the Otago and Canterbury Regional
Councils share jurisdiction of the Waitaki River catchment. The

Retain as notified or preserve the original
intent.

13




Methods

ECO-M6 —
Engagement

identification of Otago’s cross-boundary matters (also in Part 1)
includes resources that cross local authority boundaries which
must be managed in a uniform manner, such as outstanding
natural features, outstanding natural landscapes and significant
natural areas..

Clause 3 of ECO-M2 is consistent with the Canterbury regional
planning framework. CRPS Policy 9.3.3 Integrated Management
Approach which adopts an integrated and co-ordinated
management approach to halting the decline in Canterbury’s
indigenous biodiversity through, inter alia, collaboration between
key agencies and individuals. The Canterbury Biodiversity Strategy
recognises that biodiversity crosses regional authority boundaries
and it will be necessary to work with adjacent Regional Councils
{(and relevant District Councils).

Part 3 - Domains
and Topics

Topics

HAZ — Hazards and
risks

Methods

HAZ-NH-M2 — Local
authorities

Amend
clause 1(a)
of HAZ-NH-
M2

The intent of HAZ-NH-M2 is supported. The proposed amendment
seeks to require consultation with local authorities in neighbouring
regions when identifying the level of natural hazard risk (in the
event they are not otherwise deemed to be a partner
organisation).

The proposed relief is consistent with the implementation
methods to CRPS Policy 11.3.9 Integrated management of, and
preparedness for, natural hazards which identifies within the
Canterbury region that the Canterbury Regional Council is to work
as a coordinating agency in partnership with others to address
natural hazards and this extends across local and regional
boundaries and involves working other regional councils.

HAZ~NH-M2 - Local authorities
Local authorities must:

1. assess the level of natural
hazard risk in their region or district in
accordance with HAZ-NH-
P2 and APPS, including by:

a. consulting with communities,
stakeholders and partners,
including with local
authorities in neighbouring
regions, regarding risk levels

14




thresholds, and

Part 3 - Domains
and Topics

Topics

NFL — Natural
features and
landscapes

Methods

NFL-M1 —
Identification

Amend
clause (3) of
NFL-M1

The intent of clause 3 of NFL-M1 which seeks to ensure the
identification of outstanding and highly valued natural features
and landscapes that span jurisdictional boundaries are treated
uniformly across district boundaries, is supported.

An amendment is proposed to require consultation with local
authorities in neighbouring regions in support of this intent
consistent with the identification of Otago’s cross-boundary
matters in Part 1 — Introduction and General Provisions which
recognises resources that cross local authority boundaries must be
managed in a uniform manner, such as outstanding natural
features, outstanding natural landscapes and significant natural
areas.

The proposed relief is consistent with the Canterbury regional
planning framework. Appendix 4 of the CRPS identifies the
following Canterbury outstanding natural features and landscapes
(ONFLs) of potential relevance to both the Canterbury and Otago
regions:
* Lindis and Ahuriri — Waitaki District: with recognition given
as an important connection to the Otago region; and the
» Hawkdun and St Marys Ranges (Oteake Conservation
Park): as a mountainous border between the Canterbury
and Otago regions.

CRPS Policy 12.3.4 Consistency of identification and management
of outstanding natural features and outstanding natural

NFL-M1 - Identification

Territorial authorities must:

1.

include in their district plans a map or
maps and a statement of the values
of the areas of outstanding and highly
valued natural features and
landscapes in accordance with NFL—
P1,

include in their district plans a
statement of the capacity of
outstanding and highly valued natural
features and landscapes to
accommodate change in use and
development without their values
being materially compromised or lost,
in accordance with NFL—P1,

recognise that natural features and
landscapes may span jurisdictional
boundaries and work together,
including with the Regional Council
and local authorities in neighbouring
regions, to identify areas under (1) to
ensure that the identification of

15




landscapes recognises that although a uniform management
framework is not expected, widely varying methods of
management in adjacent districts or regions have the potential to
create different outcomes for the same outstanding natural
landscape area. This may create inequalities for landowners and
resource users across local authority boundaries. It is appropriate
that landscape management is addressed as a cross-boundary
issues requiring some consistency in their identification and
management.

natural features and landscapes are
treated uniformly across district
boundaries, and

prioritise identification under (1) in
areas that are likely to contain
outstanding natural features or
landscapes and are likely to face

development or growth pressure over

the life of this RPS.
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"Regional Policy Statement / Chapter 9 - Ecosystems and Indigenous Biodiversity

1. Set out objectives and policies, and may incude methods in regional plans for the purpose of
maintaining the indigenous vegetation and habitats of those areas that meet the priorities for
protection. These may controf the use of the coastal marine area, control the use of land in
wetlands and in river and lake beds.

Should:

2. Investigate the range of effective options for the protection of areas that meet the priorities for
protection, including controls, best management practices, codes of practice, covenants,
incentives, subsidies and other forms of assistance to provide for the long-term ecologically
sustainable management of these areas.

3. Include provisions in a pest management strategy, prepared under the Biosecurity Act 1993,
which gives priority to the control of pests located in areas and habitats that meet the priorities
for protection.

Territorial authorities:
Should:

4. Recognise the national priorities for the protection of biodiversity through objectives, policies or
methods in district plans.

Local authorities:
Should:

5. Maintain the indigenous vegetation of those areas or habitats, where they meet the priorities for
protection, in undertaking their own operations and activities. This should apply except in those
situations where vegetation removal cannot be avoided, and is necessary, for example, for the
maintenance of erosion or flood protection structures or for the prevention of damage to human
life, health or property by floods or fire.

6. Work together with other local authorities, Ngai Tahu, local communities and key stakeholder
groups to identify those species/habitats/ecosystems that are most vulnerable to disturbance
and need to be given legal protection to provide for their long-term survival.

Principal reasons and explanation

The policy recognises the national priorities established by the government in the National Priorities for
Protecting Rare and Threatened Native Biodiversity on Private Land (2007). The government recognises that
councils have the lead role in putting the statement of national priorities into practice in line with their functions
under Sections 30 and 31 of the RMA. The government's expectation is that the priorities will be used to
support and inform councils’ responsibilities under the RMA through a co-operative framework.

The Land Environments of New Zealand (LENZ) land classification system provides a framework for
identifying areas of indigenous vegetation at greatest risk. Environments with less than 30% of their original
vegetation remaining and/or with less than 20% of their area protected are considered to be at risk. The 20%
protection threshold has been chosen in the LENZ system because below 20% the momentum of decline of
indigenous vegetation becomes much more difficult to reverse. A significant proportion of land environments
in Canterbury fall below this threshold, in particular the Canterbury Plains. This increases the significance of
any remaining areas of indigenous vegetation or habitat, particularly on the plains.

Wetlands and dune vegetation are recognised as being of high national priority as ecosystems that have
become uncommon due to human activity, and remain at a high risk of being lost due to continuing human
intervention. The national priorities identify wetlands as ecosystems and habitats in most need of protection
wherever they remain. The priorities are not intended to cover constructed dunes or wetlands where these
did not previously exist.

“Originally rare” terrestrial ecosystems, as defined in the definitions, are a high priority as they encompass
ecosystems that are of very limited extent, and are very unusual, and are therefore important in terms of the
proportion of rare and threatened species they support.

9.3.3 Integrated management approach

To adopt an integrated and co-ordinated management approach to halting the decline in Canterbury’s
indigenous biodiversity through:
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Regional Policy Statement / Chapter 9 - Ecosystems and Indigenous Biodiversity

N

working across catchments and across the land/sea boundary where connectivity is an issue
for sustaining habitats and ecosystem functioning

promoting collaboration between individuals and agencies with biodiversity responsibilities
supporting the various statutory and non-statutory approaches adopted to improve biodiversity
protection

setting best practice guidelines for maintaining indigenous biodiversity values, particularly
maintaining conditions suitable for the survival of indigenous species within their habitats, and
safeguarding the life-supporting capacity and/or mauri of ecosystems

This policy implements the following objectives:

Objective 9.2.1 and Objective 9.2.3

Methods

The Canterbury Regional Council:

Will:

Should:
3.

Set out objectives and policies, and may include methods in regional plans to provide for an
integrated approach to biodiversity management across the Canterbury region.

Promote and support collaboration between key agencies and individuals with responsibilities
for the management of ecosystems and indigenous biodiversity.

Support the vision, goals and priorities of the Canterbury Biodiversity Strategy 2008 in
protecting areas of indigenous vegetation and habitats of indigenous fauna through its own
operations and activities.

Territorial authorities:

Will:

Should:

Set out objectives and policies, and may include methods in district plans to achieve the
integrated management of the actual or potential effects of land use on the life-supporting
capacity and/or mauri of ecosystems and the protection of indigenous biodiversity.

Establish best practice guidelines and monitoring systems for land use activities that avoid,
remedy or mitigate adverse effects on the life-supporting capacity of ecosystems and contribute
to the effective maintenance of indigenous biodiversity.

identify cross-boundary issues for the maintenance of indigenous biodiversity and establish
protocols for inter-agency cooperation to address these issues.

Local authorities:

Will:

Should:
8.

10.

Engage with Ngai Tahu as tangata whenua, and use iwi management plans to help identify
areas and habitats that have particular significance to Ngai Tahu and to protect them in a
manner consistent with Ngai Tahu cultural values and principles.

In undertaking their own operations and activities, protect the life-supporting capacity and/or
mauri of ecosystems. This should apply except in those situations where the adverse effects on
ecosystems cannot be avoided, and are necessary, for example, for the maintenance of erosion
or flood protection structures or for the prevention of damage to human life, or property by floods
or fire, or for the safeguarding of public health.

Recognise potential effects of climate change on the life-supporting capacity and/or mauri of
ecosystems and species distribution.

When developing and implementing programmes to safeguard the life-supporting capacity of
ecosystems, take into account the vision, goals, targets and outcomes of the Canterbury Water
Management Strategy (2009).
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Regional Policy Statement / Chapter 9 - Ecosystems and Indigenous Biodiversity

11. Through their Water Zone Committees take a strategic approach to the setting of priorities and
targets for biodiversity improvement in the development of their Regional and Zone
Implementation Programmes (RIPs and ZIPs).

Principal reasons and explanation

Halting the current decline in biodiversity will only be achieved by adopting an integrated and coordinated
management approach. Such an approach will recognise that Canterbury’'s ecosystems and indigenous
biodiversity must be managed within and across catchments so that the interconnectivity of species and
habitats is provided for. The Ngai Tahu philosophy of Ki Uta Ki Tai (from the mountains to the sea) will be an
integral feature of this process.

Increased extreme weather (rainfall, drought) events, temperature changes and sea level rises as a result of
global climate change will place greater natural stresses on Canterbury's ecosystems and indigenous
biodiversity. Potential effects on biodiversity are expected to include gradual changes in the nature of existing
habitats, changes in species distribution, and increased threats from pests and disease. Simply protecting
habitats may not be sufficient if these habitats are going to change. As part of a more co-ordinated approach
to biodiversity management, local authorities and others need to anticipate such possible changes to habitats
and provide long-term protection to those areas where species are likely to relocate in response to these
changes.

An integrated and coordinated management approach will also recognise that there is a need for cooperation
between the many statutory and non-statutory agencies and organisations within the Canterbury region that
have biodiversity related responsibilities and objectives. This will be complemented by the adoption of a
collaborative relationship between the many communities, individuals and landowners across the region who
have biodiversity related interests.

Various agencies are involved in maintaining, enhancing or restoring indigenous ecosystems and indigenous
biodiversity or in funding such activities. They include Te Rinanga o Ngai Tahu and papatipu rinanga,
government and statutory agencies at national, regional and local levels and a wide range of voluntary
organisations, professional groups, and biodiversity resource users. These include environmental and
community trusts, environmental organisations, industry groups, private companies, landowners and
occupiers, and individual citizens. .

Ngai Tahu as Tangata whenua have a strong interest in the management of activities which affect
ecosystems. This is both as traditional users of many indigenous species, including mahinga kai species, and
as significant landowners and commercial fishers. It is important that in safeguarding the mauri (the spiritual
life force) and life-supporting capacity of ecosystems, we identify the potential for activities to have adverse
effects on ancestral lands, water, and sites, and on the relationship Ngai Tahu as tdngata whenua have with
those lands, waters and sites.

To Ngai Tahu as tAngata whenua, indigenous vegetation and biodiversity provide a vast range of natural
resources, important for mahinga kai and a wide range of natural remedies or rongoa. Mahinga kai refers to
Ngai Tahu interests in traditional food and other natural resources and the places where those resources are
obtained. Rongoa is the Maori term for medicines that are produced from indigenous plants in New Zealand.
The use of these medicines prevented and provided remedies for many sicknesses. Rongoa is still being
practised and is used extensively by Maori today.

Canterbury Regional Council projects that support a collaborative approach to the protection of ecosystems
and biodiversity include those under its “Living Streams”, "Improving Urban Waterways” and “Integrated
Catchment Management” programmes, and work undertaken in establishing, maintaining and improving its
regional parks.

Finally, the need for a strategic approach will be vital. Given the decline that has already occurred, the first
priority must be protecting and sustaining those habitats and ecosystems that are the most threatened and
significant. The second priority will be protecting a representative range of indigenous habitats and
ecosystems characteristic of the Canterbury region, and encouraging the restoration of those habitats that
have been lost or severely degraded. While the protection of these habitats is the first step, the management
of the habitat will also be crucial to the long-term survival of the component species. The development of best
practice guidelines for maintaining indigenous biodiversity values, particularly for species that are threatened
or at risk, within these habitats will enable landowners to make informed decisions on the future management
of these areas.
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