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EVIDENCE IN CHIEF OF LOGAN WALLACE  

Introduction 

1. My full name is Logan James Wallace, I live on our family farm (Beacon 

Hill Farming) in Waipahi, South Otago, with my wife Penny and daughter 

Isabel (11 months).  

2. I have a certificate in Agriculture and a diploma in rural business from 

Telford Rural Polytech. Agricultural students from Telford undertake 

regular work experience on our farm. 

3. After attending Telford I worked overseas on farms, cropping in 

Australia, and grain and potatoes in the UK. 

4. My parents bought Beacon Hill farm in 1988. My family have farmed in 

the district for over 70 years. 

5. We set up Beacon Hill Farming Ltd in 2013. It is owned in equal 

shareholding between my parents and me. I am the sole director of the 

company. The company bought the stock and plant and leases the farm 

from the family trust that owns the land. 

6. I took over operating the farm in 2013 and in 2018 took full ownership of 

Beacon Hill Farming Ltd.   

7. The farm is 290 hectares used for intensive sheep breeding/finishing. 

We have 240 hectares of cultivated pasture and 30 ha of tussock. The 

farm carries 2600 Romney Texel ewes, and 670 breeding hoggets.  We 

used to provide some dairy grazing to other farmers but now the farm is 

solely our own stock.   

8. We farm Romney Texel cross sheep for their meat yield and production 

efficiency (in terms of fertility and growth). 

9. In 2018 myself, along with my parents (Ross and Alexa Wallace), were 

the Otago-Southland Ballance Farm Environment Award Regional 

Supreme winners. Along with this, we also won the Beef and Lamb New 



https://nzfetrust.org.nz/stories/2018-otago-regional-supreme-winners/
https://nzfetrust.org.nz/stories/2018-otago-regional-supreme-winners/
https://beeflambnz.com/sites/default/files/news-docs/Otago_Winners_Brochure_2018.pdf
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trees (locally sourced from cuttings). Although with a toddler in the 

house at the present time we have taken a temporary hiatus from using 

it. My parents and I planted thousands of metres of shelter belts to 

improve the shelter on the farm for the stock. The shelter belts include 

a variety of trees. This has the added benefit of creating habitat for 

birds.   

50. We are starting to fence off some of the farm waterways and we are 

about halfway through this process. We would love to do more but it is 

expensive to fence to exclude sheep ($15-20 per metre) so we would 

be looking at more than $40,000 just to achieve fencing. We also need 

to upgrade the water scheme before we can fence off the last of the 

waterways - requiring a $50,000 investment.  

51. Winter grazing is of concern nationwide, and the new regulations will 

impact many farmers.  Part of the planning for winter grazing is having a 

grazing management plan that covers how intensive winter grazing will 

be managed on farm, how issues will be identified early, and proactive 

mitigations planned. Beacon Hill Farming Ltd has developed a Winter 

Grazing Management Plan (attached as Appendix 2). Our Winter 

Grazing Management Plan covers our farm details, our farm waterways 

and critical source areas, and our plan in response to the requirements 

of the Intensive Winter Grazing regulations. 

Conclusion 

52. Work and cost is required to implement changes, and it takes time for 

the effect of the changes to be seen. We need to make sure that what is 

created will achieve the desired outcomes without the negative 

outcomes that have previously been seen. 

Date: 23 November 2022 

 

 

Logan Wallace 

Beacon Hill Farming Limited 
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Appendix 1: 

Here are photos and research I found when trying to figure out a sustainable way to deal with 
the historic sediment issues on the small waterways on my farm that were originally 
straightened by the catchment board to improve drainage. Then historically maintained 
through longitudinal excavation every 3 to 5 years to remove sediment build up. The change 
in farming practices over the last 10 years has led to a reduction in sediment getting into the 
waterways from farming practice, but the build-up over that time is starting to destabilise the 
banks and lead to slumping and more sediment ending up in the waterways. The reason I 
started to look into sediment traps is we have a healthy population of Pomahaka galaxiids 
living in our waterways and I want to protect that population. I have put some sediment traps 
in on my place under a loophole suggested by council staff.  

Sediment trap in one of my streams that is working really well catching the fine sediment  
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Another sediment trap that is now due for cleaning as it caught a lot of sediment during the 
February floods as they blew out the weed in places that was holding the sediment in the 
bed. Plant growth in a sediment trap seems to increase its efficiency at catching fine 
sediment as it slows down the water velocity and binds up the sediment in the base of the 
sediment trap.  

This photo shows a section where the weed and sediment moved down into the sediment 
trap cutting back down to the stream bed. The tile is 30cm long to give you an idea of the 
amount of sediment that is sitting in the bed. 

Another interesting thing I have observed is that the Pomahaka galaxiids and eels have 
made the sediment traps their homes during periods of low flow. 
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This photo was of a crop paddock 
where a 3 m buffer was left along 
the stream and grass was left in the 
last 20m of the critical source area. 
The rest of the critical source was 
planted. The paddock was grazed 
to leave the last bit of the critical 
source area until last but as you 
can see the water coming off the 
paddock is far cleaner than the 
waterway.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Straw bale sediment fence on a 
crop paddock where the whole 
paddock was grazed along good 
management guidelines with critical 
source areas grazed last. This 
critical source area flows over after 
heavy rainfall events for about 24 
hours a time but as you can see the 
water is clear below the sediment 
containment. It flows through 
another 300m of grass paddock 
before the waterway 

 

 

Below is the guideline I used to construct the sediment traps  
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Appendix 2 

Beacon Hill Farming Winter Grazing Management Guidelines 
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Farm Details  

Farm Name: Beacon Hill 

Lease Holder: Logan Wallace  

Ph: 0272136360 

Email loganwallace@windowslive.com  

Address: 182 Beacon Hill Road, RD1 Gore, 9771 

Water catchment: Wairuna, Pomahaka, Lower Clutha  

Total farm area: 290ha  

Total area suitable for winter grazing: 240ha  

Annual area in winter grazing: up to 18ha planted  

Stock classes and approximate number generally grazed on crop  

-Ewe Hoggets: 700 for approximately 100 days  

-2ths ewes: 680 for approximately 75 days  

-Mixed aged ewes: 1,300 for approximately 50 days 

Currently we have no cattle on the property but during the index period we have had 
up to 100 dairy cattle on the farm for the winter grazing period on May-to-May 
contracts. 
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Farm Waterway and CSA map 
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Appendix 1 2021 and 2022 winter grazing plans 

Farm cropping winter management plan 2022 

Contact details  

Farm name Beacon Hill 

Lease holder Logan Wallace  

Ph 0272136360 

Email loganwallace@windowslive.com  

Address 182 Beacon Hill Road, RD1 Gore, 9771 

Water catchment Wairuna, Pomahaka, Lower Clutha  

Total farm area 290ha  

Total area suitable for winter grazing 240ha  

Annual area in winter grazing up to 18ha planted  
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Paddock 46 shift stock break early, shift off onto paddock 47  

Paddock 40 shift stock break early shift off to paddock 39 
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Farm cropping winter management plan 2021 

Contact details  

Farm name Beacon Hill 

Lease holder Logan Wallace  

Ph 0272136360 

Email loganwallace@windowslive.com  

Address 182 Beacon Hill Road, RD1 Gore, 9771 

Water catchment Wairuna, Pomahaka, Lower Clutha  

Total farm area 290ha  

Total area suitable for winter grazing 240ha  

Annual area in winter grazing up to 18ha planted  
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