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Chief Executive 
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Private bag 1954 
Dunedin, 9054 
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Tēnā Koe  

 

RE: Submission on Freshwater Planning Instrument parts of proposed Otago Regional Policy 
Statement (PORPS) 2021 

Please find attached a submission lodged, on behalf of Waihōpai Rūnaka, Te Rūnanga Ōraka 
Aparima and Te Rūnanga o Awarua in relation to the proposed Otago Regional Policy Statement 
freshwater planning instrument provisions.  

Nāhaku noa nā, 

 

 
Dean Whaanga 
Te Ao Marama Inc. 
Kaupapa Taiao Manager 
 
CC Waihopai Rūnaka 
 Te Rūnanga o Ōraka Aparima 

 Te Rūnanga o Awarua 
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FRESHWATER PLANNING INSTRUMENT PARTS 

PROPOSED OTAGO REGIONAL POLICY STATEMENT 2021  

SUBMISSION OF NGĀI TAHU KI MURIHIKU  

 

INTRODUCTION 

 

Introduction 

1. This submission has been prepared by Te Ao Marama Incorporated (Te Ao Mārama) on 

behalf of Waihopai Rūnaka, Te Rūnanga o Ōraka Aparima, Te Rūnanga o Awarua (from 

herein referred to Ngāi Tahu ki Murihiku). 

2. Te Ao Mārama previously submitted on behalf of Ngāi Tahu ki Murihiku on the 

freshwater management provisions prior to the division of the proposed Otago Regional 

Policy Statement (pORPS), as shown in Attachment One. 

3. Unless otherwise stated in this submission, the submissions made on provisions of the 

pORPS that now form part of the freshwater planning instrument, as shown in 

Attachment One, are made in relation to the freshwater planning instrument.  

4. Te Ao Mārama support the submissions of Te Rūnanga o Ngāi Tahu (TRONT) and Te 

Rūnanga o Moeraki, Kāti Huirapa Rūnaka ki Puketeraki, Te Rūnanga o Ōtākou and 

Hokonui Rūnanga (Kāi Tahu ki Otago) on this matter. 

Papatipu Rūnanga 

5. Te Rūnanga o Ngāi Tahu Act, 1996 (the TRoNT Act) and the Ngāi Tahu Claims Settlement 

Act, 1998 (the Settlement Act) recognise the status of Papatipu Rūnanga as kaitiaki and 

mana whenua of the natural resources within their takiwā boundaries, in conjunction 

with Te Rūnanga o Ngāi Tahu as the iwi authority.  

6. The pORPS freshwater planning instrument provisions relate to lands and waters within 

the takiwā boundaries of Ngāi Tahu ki Murihiku. 

7. Specifically, the takiwā of each Papatipu Rūnanga is described in the Te Rūnanga o Ngāi 

Tahu (Declaration of Membership) Order 2001 as follows: 

Te Rūnanga o Awarua 

The takiwā of Te Runanga o Awarua centres on Awarua and extends to the coasts 
and estuaries adjoining Waihopai sharing an interest in the lakes and mountains 
between Whakatipu-Waitai and Tawhititarere with other Murihiku Rūnanga and 
those located from Waihemo southwards. 

 

 



Waihopai Rūnaka 

The takiwā of Waihopai Rūnaka centres on Waihopai and extends northwards to 
Te Matau sharing an interest in the lakes and mountains to the western coast 
with other Murihiku Rūnanga and those located from Waihemo southwards. 

Te Rūnanga o Ōraka-Aparima 

The takiwā of Te Rūnanga o Ōraka Aparima centres on Ōraka and extends from 
Waimatuku to Tawhititarere sharing an interest in the lakes and mountains 
from Whakatipu-Waitai to Tawhititarere with other Murihiku Rūnanga and 
those located from Waihemo southwards. 

Te Ao Marama Incorporated 

8. Ngāi Tahu ki Murihiku formed an entity known as Te Ao Marama Incorporated in 1996, 

which is currently made up of representatives from Te Rūnanga o Awarua, Te Rūnanga o 

Ōraka Aparima and Waihopai Rūnaka.  

9. Te Ao Marama Incorporated is authorised to represent these three Papatipu Rūnanga ki 

Murihiku in resource management and local government matters.  

 

Ngāi Tahu ki Murihiku Policy 

10. The Ngāi Tahu ki Murihiku Natural Resource and Environmental Iwi Management Plan 

2008 (Te Tangi a Tauira – the cry of the people)1 contains policy relevant to resource 

management, with reference to Statutory Acknowledgement Areas and other 

mechanisms included in the Settlement Act, as well as tribal policy contained in the Ngāi 

Tahu Freshwater Policy Statement 1997.  

 

REASONS FOR SUBMISSION  

12. Ngāi Tahu Murihiku reasons for submission are the same as those included in 
Attachment One where they are relevant to the freshwater planning instrument. 

13. Additional reasons for submission in relation to the freshwater planning instrument are 
to ensure restoration of waterbodies that have been degraded for the benefit of te taio, taoka 
species and mahika kai, to support te hauora o te wai, and consequently, te hauora o te takata. 

 

 

 

 
1 Ngai Tahu ki Murihiku 2008. 



DECISIONS WE WISH THE AUTHORITY TO MAKE 

 

14 Refer to the decisions requested as included in Attachment One to this submission 
where those decisions requested in previous submission relate to the freshwater 
planning instrument provisions. 

15 In addition, refer to the decisions requested in submissions of Kāi Tahu ki Otago and Te 
Rūnanga o Ngāi Tahu, which are supported by Ngāi Tahu ki Murihiku. 

 

 

SUMMARY 

 

1. Ngā Rūnanga support the intent and overall approach of the Freshwater Planning 
Instrument parts of proposed Otago Regional Policy Statement, subject to requested 
decisions. 

2. This submission relates to the entirety of the freshwater planning instrument. 

3. Ngā Rūnanga wish to be heard in support of this submission and may present a joint case 
during hearing proceedings. 

4. Ngā Rūnanga wish to be included as part of any relevant pre-hearing meetings that may 
be held in relation to this proposal. 

 

Nāhaku noa nā 

 
Dean Whaanga 
Te Ao Marama Inc. 

Kaupapa Taiao Manager 

 



Attachment One 
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