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Tom De Pelsemaeker

From: Gerald & Sue Telford <info@flyfishhunt.co.nz>
Sent: Wednesday, 2 September 2015 9:30 a.m.
To: Policy Reply
Subject: Fwd: Submission Lindis Catchment group.

 
 
---------- Forwarded message ---------- 
From: Gerald & Sue Telford <info@flyfishhunt.co.nz> 
Date: Tuesday, September 1, 2015 
Subject: Submission Lindis River 
 
 
Submission to the ORC on the Lindis River . 
 
My name is Gerald Telford, I am a full time fishing and hunting guide based in Wanaka. 
I have been fishing the Lindis River  for over 25 years. 
 
For a fishing guide to support an irrigation scheme there has to be a significant reason, in this instance the 
reason is water flow. 
 
Economics aside, for the roller coaster cycles of commodity markets can give no more assurance to farmers 
than the fickle and maybe more predictable weather cycles and discussion around climate change. 
 
What is significant regarding the Lindis Catchment Group (LCG) is the rare opportunity to address water 
rights permitted for a practice long ago made redundant by economics, gold extraction. 
The present water requirements of the Lindis have been recognized as uncertain for agriculture. This fact 
has necessitated many existing users to invest in more reliable water sources than those of the water flows 
offered by the Lindis River. With users choosing to invest considerable funds into water sourced from the 
Clutha River, which offers better long term investment outcomes, the draw down and demand on the 
inconsistent Lindis River will make more water available to the remaining users, users that do not have the 
options of alternate water sources. 
What they have, are the Lindis flows. 
 
What is important, is, that what water requirements they have, they must use wisely and to provide for the 
best outcomes of the whole community 
I choose to support the LCG in the firm believe that their livelihoods are connected to the river flows and 
with this comes the responsibility to ALL users both commercial and recreational and that no one owns the 
water, it belongs to the community, locally and nationally. 
 
I have fished the Lindis as a professional fishing  guide since 1992, a time that coincided with the final 
filling of Lake Dunstan (1993). Over 25 years you begin to accumulate considerable knowledge of the 
nature of the fishery, and the Lindis is a fine ,if not always consistently healthy, self sustaining fishery. To 
clarify this point a fishery requires 3 key components , water, fish and people. 
 
 I have  chosen to believe the LCG can continue under new and better practice to draw the water deemed 
necessary to support their agricultural operations and also deliver consistent water to maintain and enhance 
the present Brown and Rainbow trout fishery.   I believe the increased flows outlined by the group will have 
considerable benefit for the continued health of the present fishery. 
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In particular I support a minimum flow of 450L/ sec( being more than double the existing 200L/sec),a 
primary allocation of 1500L/sec( being appreciably less than existing), providing a pathway to balance the 
enhanced river low flow and ensure continuation of farming with efficient water practices,and fair transition 
times to make necessary changes.  
 
 
Add to this a requirement for  proactive management by ORC, who at times seem out of step with local 
communities  to enhance the recreational usage. There is  also the potential to highlight the Lindis as a 
model to showcase a new regime and desire by all groups involved in this process to deliver positive 
community outcomes and environmental standards . 
 
Just as no one can gaze into the crystal ball with any certainty for the  continuing growth of the agricultural 
sector, we cannot foresee that the current growth in tourism numbers will not have an impact on other 
recreational users. 
The important point to consider is that we can manage with some degree of certainty are  the water flows. 
 The rest is an educated guess and a guess that needs to have considerable flexibility to change as the usage 
and community expectations shift. 
 
I look forward to many more days of successful fishing on the Lindis and carry an expectation that the only 
way forward is to improve the management of the flows to cater to all users. 
What is a river without water? 
 
Gerald Telford 
79 Riverbank Road  
Wanaka  
P O Box 312 
 
0275 174006 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
--  
Gerald Telford 0275174006 
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