


shore or any structure, and within 50 metres of a person in the water. The draft bylaw itself reflects this 
understanding in the explanatory note under the definition of “Speed”.

In the Company Bay and Macandrew Bay area, the navigable channel does not extend much more than 
approximately 200 metres offshore at any point. As a result, vessels in this area should generally remain at 
or below 5 knots at all times. However, in practice, vessels frequently travel well in excess of 5 knots 
through this section of the harbour.

There are also 5-knot marker buoys in Macandrew Bay, and I am concerned that some boat users may 
interpret these markers to mean that once they have passed them, higher speeds are permitted. In this 
particular area, that interpretation would be incorrect under the default maritime rules, as vessels are still 
within 200 metres of shore.

Given the popularity of this area with swimmers, paddleboarders, and other low-profile water users, I am 
concerned that the current ambiguity creates a real risk of a serious incident in the future.

I respectfully suggest that the final bylaw, supporting maps, or signage could be strengthened to make the 
applicable speed limits in this area clearer and more explicit. This could include clarifying that no speed 
uplift applies in the Company Bay / Macandrew Bay secondary channel unless specifically stated, or 
improving signage and education to reinforce the 200-metre rule.

Thank you for considering this submission. I raise this in the spirit of improving clarity and safety for 
everyone who uses Otago Harbour, whether by boat or in the water.

Kind regards
Francois Lambrechts
Dunedin
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