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Otago Regional Council meeting 28 October 2015 

 

Attached is the agenda for the next Council meeting of the Otago Regional Council, which 

is to be held on Wednesday 28 October commencing at 9.30 am.  The venue is the Council 

Chamber, 70 Stafford Street, Dunedin.  Members of the public are welcome to attend.  

Copies of attachments are available from the Committee Secretary (see contact details 

below) or online at  

http://www.orc.govt.nz/Meetings-Consultations-and-Events/Council-meetings-and-Agendas/. 
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OTAGO REGIONAL COUNCIL 

 

Agenda for an Ordinary meeting of the Council to be held in the  

Council Chamber, 70 Stafford Street, Dunedin on  

Wednesday 28 October 2015 commencing at 9.30 am 
 

 

Membership: Cr Stephen Woodhead (Chairperson) 

Cr Gretchen Robertson (Deputy Chairperson) 

Cr Graeme Bell 

Cr Doug Brown  

Cr Louise Croot MNZM 

Cr Michael Deaker  

Cr Gerrard Eckhoff 

Cr Gary Kelliher 

Cr Trevor Kempton 

Cr Sam Neill 

Cr Bryan Scott 

Cr David Shepherd 

 

 

 

Apologies: 

 

 

Leave of Absence: Cr Louise Croot MNZM 

Cr Trevor Kempton 

 

 

In attendance:  

 

 

Please note that there is an embargo on agenda items until 8.30 am on Friday 

23 October 2015. 

 

 

CONFIRMATION OF AGENDA 

 

 

PUBLIC FORUM  

 

 

 

MINUTES  Page Nos. 

 

The minutes of the Ordinary meeting of Council held on 16 September 

2015, having been circulated, for adoption 5 - 14 

     Page Nos. 

2



 
 

 

Matters arising from the minutes 

 

 

PART A – CHAIRPERSON’S AND CHIEF EXECUTIVE’S REPORTS 

 

Item 1 15 - 17 

2015/1210 Chairperson’s report.  Chair, 22/10/15 

 

Providing an overview of the Chairperson’s activities for the period to 

22 October 2015. 

 

 

Item 2  18 - 19 

2015/1212 Chief Executive’s Report.  CE, 22/10/15 

 

Providing an overview of the Chief Executive’s activities for the period to 

22 October 2015. 

 

 

 

PART B – ITEMS FOR NOTING 

 

Item 3  20 - 66 

2015/1203 Otago Civil Defence Emergency Management Group – Functions and 

Responsibilities. CE, 16/10/15 

 

 The report provides background on the purpose of Civil Defence and 

Emergency Management Act 2002 and an overarching view of roles of 

government departments and agencies, emergency services and lifeline 

utilities.  

 

 

Item 4  67 - 71 

2015/1195 Financial Report.  DCS, 22/10/15 

 

The report provides information in respect of the overall Council finances 

for the month of September 2015. 

 

 

Item 5 Reports from Councillors 72 

 

 

PART C – MINUTES OF MEETINGS 
 

 

Item 6 Recommendations of the Communications Committee meeting held on 

14 October 2015, for adoption  73 - 74 
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Item 7 Recommendations of the Finance and Corporate Committee meeting 

held on 14 October 2015, for adoption 75 - 79 

 

 

Item 8 Recommendations of the Policy Committee meeting held on 14 October 

2015, for adoption 80 - 82 

 

 

Item 9 Recommendations of the Regulatory Committee meeting held on 

14 October 2015, for adoption 83 - 86 

 

 

Item 10 Recommendations of the Technical Committee meeting held on 

14 October 2015, for adoption 87 - 90 
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OTAGO REGIONAL COUNCIL 

 

Minutes of an Ordinary meeting of the Council to be held in the  

Council Chamber, 70 Stafford Street, Dunedin on  

Wednesday 16 September 2015 commencing at 10.47 am 
 

 

Present: Cr Stephen Woodhead (Chairperson) 

Cr Gretchen Robertson (Deputy Chairperson) 

Cr Graeme Bell 

Cr Doug Brown  

Cr Louise Croot MNZM 

Cr Michael Deaker  

Cr Gerrard Eckhoff 

Cr Gary Kelliher 

Cr Trevor Kempton 

Cr Sam Neill 

Cr Bryan Scott 

Cr David Shepherd 

 

 

Leave of Absence: Cr Bryan Scott requested leave of absence.  

The request for leave of absence was approved on the motion of 

Crs Woodhead and Croot. 

 

 

In attendance: Peter Bodeker 

Scott Maclean 

Nick Donnelly 

Fraser McRae 

Sharon Bodeker (for Item 2) 

Stuart Lanham (for Item 2) 

David Benham 

Brett Tomkins (for Item 2) 

Charlotte Stickings 
 

 

CONFIRMATION OF AGENDA 

 

Cr Sam Neill considered that the Council should show its support for an 

increased response by the New Zealand Government to the Refugee Crisis, 

and requested that this be added to the agenda.   

 

Cr Neill moved 

Cr Deaker seconded 

 

That discussion of Council support for an increased New Zealand response 

to the refugee crisis be added to the agenda. 
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Cr Woodhead commented that this was added as a late item because 

awareness of the matter arose after the meeting agenda was completed.  He 

suggested that this be added as Item 4a. 

 

Cr Scott moved 

Cr Croot seconded 

 

That the motion be put. 

 

Motion carried 

 

Comment was made that it would be useful for extra agenda items to be 

signalled earlier so that they could be fully considered. 

 

The motion was put and carried 

 

 

PUBLIC FORUM  
 

Jen Olsen, Trans Pacific Partnership Agreement (TPPA) 

 

Ms Jen Olsen and Professor Alan Mark presented a petition with 500 

supporting signatures that they wanted ORC to consider on the TPP and 

commented that this issue would not be going to Parliament and would not 

be debated. She noted that two demonstrations opposing New Zealand 

adoption of the TPPA had taken place in Dunedin. She informed 

Councillors that twelve councils in New Zealand had adopted the 

resolutions and four others had adopted briefer versions. A resolution had 

been drafted for ORC and the group felt that items 7, 8, 10 and 11 were 

relevant to the regional council.  In response to a question Ms Olsen 

advised that she was not aware of the timetable for completion of 

government negotiations. 

 

 

MINUTES  

 

The minutes of the public portion of the Ordinary meeting of Council held 

on 5 August 2015, having been circulated, were adopted on the motion of 

Crs Bell and Kempton. 

 

Matters arising from the minutes 

 

Cr Eckhoff commented that Cr Brown’s request that Mr Donnelly seek 

clarification on the standing orders was not included in the minutes of the 

last meeting, but clarification of this had been made.  
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PART A - PRESENTATIONS 

 

Item 1 Port Otago Ltd Annual Report 

  

 Port Otago Ltd Chair David Faulkner and Chief Executive Geoff Plunket 

were in attendance to present the group’s annual report. 

  

 In his report Mr Faulkner noted the following: 

 

 the Next Generation Plan was underway which had been in 

planning for 5 years; 

 The channel deepening of the harbour; 

 Extension of warehousing at Back Beach and Sawyers Bay; 

 New tug boat for multi-purposes; 

 Disappointing to see 5% decrease in container capacity; 

 73 cruise vessels booked for next year and 91 booked for the year 

after, larger vessels mean increase in passenger numbers for 

Dunedin; 

 Investigations were underway following the serious injury of a staff 

member in July. 

 

Mr  Faulkner and Mr Plunket left the meeting at 11.50 am. 

The meeting adjourned at 11.50 am and reconvened at 11.58 am. 

 

 

PART B – RECOMMENDATIONS 

 

Item 2   

2015/1135 Annual Report 2014/15.  DCS, 3/9/15 

 

The completed Annual Report 2014/15 was presented to Council for 

adoption. 

 

Mr Bodeker advised that the comments received from the Audit and Risk 

Subcommittee and the auditors on reporting against objectives had been 

noted, and commented that sub-sets of the over-arching goal were required 

for staff to work towards. The importance of the annual plan and audit 

process was noted.  

 

Mr Tomkins explained that the audit process required Deloitte to review the 

Otago Regional Council’s financial statement, statement of service etc. and 

to form an independent opinion based on the auditing standards.   

 

It was commented that the annual report showed a strong balance sheet for 

this Council and a clean audit report would be provided by Deloitte.  

 

Comment was made that there were items that had not been achieved or had 

been deferred. It was agreed that a longer lead in time for the annual plan 

with good planning was needed.  It was noted that it was important to 
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recognise the good work done, and there was more to do which required 

realistic but challenging KPIs being set.  

 

The issue of the transparency of reserve funds was raised.  It was 

commented that these were funded by ratepayers and should be used for the 

benefit of ratepayers. 

 

It had been a challenging year including the impact of drought conditions 

and the implementation of 6A which had been more difficult and costly 

than anticipated. 

 

Cr Shepherd moved 

Cr Eckhoff seconded 

 
(i) That this report be received. 

 
(ii) That the Annual Report and Financial Statements for the year ended 30 

June 2015, together with the report of the auditors, be adopted. 

 

Motion carried 

 

 

PART C – CHAIRPERSON’S AND CHIEF EXECUTIVE’S REPORTS 

 

Item 3  

2015/1150 Chairperson’s report.  Chair, 10/9/15 

 

The Chairperson provided an overview of his activities for the period to 

10 September 2015. 

 

The Chairperson noted that discussion took place at a recent Wilding Tree 

Trust meeting he attended with MPI and DoC.  Discussion was held around 

the national strategy and it was noted that currently no funding had been 

allocated. 

 

Minister Nick Smith’s report was noted, and attention was drawn to the 

likely move from PM10 to PM2.5 in the NES for Air Quality.  

 

The Minister was looking toward a LAWF-type process to progress the 

Biodiversity NPS, and Cr Woodhead agreed this Council needed to have a 

good understanding of the national document in preparation for its own 

Biodiversity Strategy.   

 

Councillors requested the abbreviations in the report be explained more 

fully as it was a public document. 

 

The NES re stock fencing of waterways was noted and it was requested that 

the Chairman ensure the emphasis on 'where practical' was retained. 
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Item 4   

2015/1146 Chief Executive’s Report.  CE, 9/9/15 

 

The Chief Executive provided an overview of his activities for the period to 

9 September 2015. The following matters were discussed further: 

 

Work carried out by Corporate Services staff in preparation of the Annual 

Report was acknowledged and Mr Bodeker noted that he would review the 

schedule for the timing of the annual plan process for next year.  

 

It was commented that the improvements in consent processing were due to 

large investments made in ‘Black Belt’ training which had enabled the 

review to take place.  

 

The proposed NES Forestry was noted, and a query raised as to whether the 

ORC’s effects based approach would work under the proposed NES. 

 

Councillors were appreciative of the invitation to attend the initial meeting 

with the dairy stakeholders (Dairy NZ, Fonterra etc).  Comment was made 

that farmers needed to communicate, and get involved with groups within 

their catchments especially those catchments identified as high risk (due to 

soil type).  Farmers and ORC needed to work well together to prepare for 

2020. 

 

The issue raised in the Public Forum, Government adoption of the TPPA, 

was discussed.  Some queried whether the Council should be involved in 

this matter which was seen as being outside the Council’s mandate.   

 

Cr Robertson moved 

Cr Deaker seconded 

 

That staff prepare a report for Councillors regarding the TPP including 

what other Councils were doing. 

 

The motion was put by division: 

For: Crs Bell, Croot, Deaker, Kelliher, Kempton, Neill, Robertson and 

Scott 

Against: Crs Brown, Eckhoff, Shepherd and Woodhead 

 

Motion carried 

  

The passing of Colin Walker, Senior Resource Officer based in the ORC’s 

Queenstown office, was noted. 
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Cr Woodhead moved 

Cr Neill seconded 

 

That the Chairperson’s and Chief Executive’s reports be received. 

 

Motion carried 

 

 

Item 4a Refugee Crisis 

 

 Cr Neill thanked Councillors for allowing this addition to the agenda and 

apologised for the lack of notice.  

 

 It was noted that this discussion was relevant from a time perspective and 

he considered that this Council should support government in welcoming 

refugees to Otago as part of the already agreed quota.  

 

 Cr Neill moved 

 Cr Deaker seconded 

 

 That Council convey support to government for increasing the number of 

refugees due to the major crisis, and also support any of the local bodies in 

Otago who express a desire to be involved.    

 

 Motion carried 

 

 

PART D – ITEMS FOR NOTING 

 

Item 5   

2015/1149 Financial Report.  DCS, 11/9/15 

 

The report provided information in respect of the overall Council finances 

for the month of July 2015. 

 

Cr Kempton moved 

Cr Neill seconded 

 

That the report be received. 

 

Motion carried 
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Item 6   

2015/1152 Documents signed under Council’s Seal.  DCS, 10/9/15 

 

The report informed the Council of delegations which have been exercised. 

 

Cr Croot moved 

Cr Shepherd seconded 

 

That the report be noted. 

 

Motion carried 

 

 

Item 7 Reports from Councillors 

 

Cr Kempton 

 Combined Otago/Southland RTCs meeting 1 Septenber 

Cr Kempton noted that that the South Island Freight Strategy was discussed 

along with the road/rail linkage, and commented that 65% of freight for 

Port Otago was significant.  

 Te Roopu Taiao Murihiku meeting 14 September 

Steve Ruru, CEO Southland District, gave a presentation on the combined 

regional development strategy for Southland. 

ES - water and land 2020 and beyond 

Interest in Otago’s consultation draft RPS, and the Lindis minimum flow 

process. 

 

Cr Eckhoff 

 Wilding Pines meeting – Queenstown 

Cr Eckhoff noted that he and Cr Bell attended this meeting and commented 

that Otago Regional Council were seen to have failed to engage with this 

issue in a meaningful way. Comment was made that there was an 

expectation that Otago Regional Council become more involved and the 

‘adopt a plot’ system was referenced.    

 

 

PART E – MINUTES OF MEETINGS 
 

Item 8 Recommendations of the combined Otago/Southland Regional 

Transport Committees meeting held on 1 September 2015, for adoption  

 

 Cr Kempton moved 

 Cr Bell seconded 

 

That the recommendations of the combined Otago/Southland Regional 

Transport Committees meeting held on 1 September 2015 be adopted. 

 

Motion carried 
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Item 9 Recommendations of the Communications Committee meeting held on 

2 September 2015, for adoption   

  

 Cr Kempton moved 

 Cr Bell seconded 

 

That the recommendations of the Communications Committee meeting held 

on 2 September 2015 be adopted. 

 

Motion carried 

 

 

Item 10 Recommendations of the public portion of the Finance and Corporate 

Committee meeting held on 2 September 2015, for adoption  

 

 Cr Kelliher moved 

 Cr Bell seconded 

 

That the recommendations of the public portion of the Finance and 

Corporate Committee meeting held on 2 September 2015 be adopted. 

 

Motion carried 

 

 

Item 11 Recommendations of the Policy Committee meeting held on 2 September 

2015, for adoption  

 

 Cr Robertson moved 

 Cr Scott seconded 

 

That the recommendations of the Policy Committee meeting held on 2 

September 2015 be adopted. 

 

Motion carried 

 

 

Item 12 Recommendations of the Regulatory Committee meeting held on 

2 September 2015, for adoption  

  

 Cr Neill moved 

 Cr Eckhoff seconded 

 

That the recommendations of the Regulatory Committee meeting held on 2 

September 2015 be adopted. 

 

 

Motion carried 
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Item 13 Recommendations of the Technical Committee meeting held on 

2 September 2015, for adoption 

  

 Cr Scott moved 

 Cr Croot seconded  

 

That the recommendations of the Technical Committee meeting held on 2 

September 2015 be adopted.  

 

Motion carried 

 

 

PART F – PUBLIC EXCLUSION 
 

Cr Woodhead moved  

Cr Scott seconded 
 

That the public be excluded from the following part of the proceedings of the 

meeting. 
 

The general subject of the matters to be discussed while the public is excluded, the 
reason for passing this resolution in relation to the matter, and the specific 

grounds under Section 48(1)(a) of the Local Government Information and 

Meetings Act 1987 for the passing of this resolution are as follows: 
 

 General subjects to be 

considered 

Reason under LGOIMA for 

passing this resolution 

Grounds under 

S.48 for the 

passing of this 
resolution 

Item 14 Minutes of the In 

Committee portion of 
the Council meeting 

held on 5 August  

2015, for adoption  

To maintain the effective 

conduct of public affairs 
through the free and frank 

experssion of opinions by 

or between or to members 

or officers or employees of 
a local authority.  

(S72(f)(i)) 

S.48(1)(a)(i) 

Item 15 Minutes of the In 
Committee portion of 

the Finance and 

Corporate Committee 

meeting held on 2 
September  2015, for 

adoption 

To maintain the effective 
conduct of public affairs 

through the free and frank 

experssion of opinions by 

or between or to members 
or officers or employees of 

a local authority.  

(S72(f)(i)) 

S.48(1)(a)(i) 

 
This resolution is made in reliance on Section 48(1)(a) of the Local Government 

Official Information and Meetings Act 1987 and the particular interest or interests 
protected by Section 6 or Section 7 of that Act or Section 6 or Section 7 or Section 

9 of the Official Information Act 1982 as the case may require, which would be 

prejudiced by the holding of the whole or the relevant part of the proceedings of 

the meeting in public are as shown above with respect to each item. 
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Motion carried 

 

 

Following discussion of Items 14 and 15,  

 

Cr Woodhead moved 

Cr Kelliher seconded 

 

That the meeting resume in open session. 

 

Motion carried 

 

 

 

The meeting closed at 1.20pm 

 

 

 

 

 

Chairperson 
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REPORT 

Document Id: A851933 
 
Report Number: 2015/1210 
Prepared For: Council 
Prepared By: Cr Woodhead - Chairperson 
Date: 22/10/2015 
 
Subject: Chair's Report - October 2015 
 

 

1. Local Government NZ National Council 
The annual National Council strategy day and Council meeting was held October the 1st and 
2nd.  LGNZ as an organisation has made very good progress with improving its reputation and 
relationship with stakeholders.  A general lift in advocacy performance and future focused 
projects such as the 3 Waters and funding projects involving the commercial sector have 
driven that. 
 
The question now is are we happy with this position and endeavour to maintain that 
reputation, or do we as a membership based organisation push on and drive the sector 
improvement that is needed? 
 
The decision to drive ongoing efficiency and improvement is logical and the only option in my 
view.  The decisions from the strategy session and feedback from the sectors and zones will 
inform next year’s business plan. 
 

2. Zones 5 & 6 
Mr Bodeker and I attended the Zone 5 & 6 meeting in Christchurch.  The LGNZ update covered 
the very successful mayoral and business delegation to China with LGNZ to host a return visit 
in 2017. 
 
The recently released Mobilising the Regions report which came out of the Air New Zealand 
decision to withdraw some regional services, discusses the disaggregation of transport 
planning and links, and addresses how transport decisions can be made in a more coordinated 
and effective manner. 
 
The Zone workshopped the question, do LGNZ stay as an advocacy organisation or push on 
with sector performance work, i.e. look at developing CCO frameworks etc.  There was strong 
support from everyone in the room for driving performance improvements. 
 
We heard about the Canterbury Mayoral Forum Regional Development Strategy, all Mayors 
have a portfolio (visitor strategy, education, digital connectivity etc).  They have linked with 
key commercial stakeholders who they report to six monthly to monitor progress.  The focus is 
on delivery and outcomes. 
 
Mayor Kircher explained the Moeraki Haven Street roading project, a collaboration between 
community and Council. 
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Phillip Jones reminded us of the benefits and roles of Audit and Risk Committees. 
 
Key points:  

 Governance role is to gain assurance that robust process to manage risks is in place; 

 A&R should meet with Auditor on their own annually; 

 The need for an internal auditor was up to Councils; 

 Reputational risk is more important than financial risk. 
 
The next Zone meeting is in the Chatham Islands on the 19th to 22nd April. 
 

3. Wilding Conifers 
Jeff Donaldson, Tony Avery and I have met with the Mayors and Chief Executives of 
Queenstown Lakes District Council and representatives of the Wakatipu Wilding Trust, Central 
Otago District Council and representatives of the Central Otago Wilding Trust, Clutha District 
Council and Dunedin City Council.  Cr Robertson joined Mr Donaldson to visit Waitaki District 
Council.  We also met with representatives of the Forestry sector.  Jeff Donaldson has had 
discussions with the relevant Government agencies. 
 
Discussion focused on the scale of the issue in Otago and the current control programmes, the 
currently unfunded National Wilding Strategy, the National Policy Direction for Pest 
Management, and the resultant review over the next few years of our Pest Management Plan.   
 
We explained, together this provided the outline of a framework for ORC involvement. 
 
One issue that became apparent is that not all the affected areas in the region are covered by 
Trusts with a strategy and control programme in place. 
 
Feedback received included support from all parties for ORC involvement in funding in support 
of operations, a regulatory role and coordination and education. 
 
It was emphasised this issue requires a long-lasting approach and relies on partnerships with 
all agencies, landowners and stakeholders. 
 
The Wilding Control Trusts reiterated that this is not a blanket campaign against conifers; it is 
about “The Right Tree in the Right Place”. 
 
We now seek Council support for our recommended next steps.  These recommended next 
steps are:  
 

 During November ORC will raise community awareness on the current and projected 
spread of wilding conifers in the Otago region.  

 Staff are preparing background information that will form the basis for media releases, 
ORC publications, and a section of the ORC website for use by Territorial Authorities in 
their communication channels. 

 
Following this, ORC intends on accepting DCC's offer of polling the People's Panel on their 
understanding of the issue, and whether they support regional funding going towards the 
control of wilding conifers.  The poll will also be available on the ORC website to ensure that 
the wider Otago community has the ability to provide feedback on this issue.  Formal 
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consultation on the funding for the control of wilding conifers will be by way of the 2016-17 
Annual Plan should the Council recommend its inclusion. 
 
The regulatory response to the issue will be dealt with via the Regional Pest Management Plan 
where the full social, environmental and economic impacts need to be considered. 
 

4. Other meetings attended 
(a) Dunedin City and Otago Chamber of Commerce hosted a friendship function where 

representatives of Qingdao gave a presentation on their city. 
 
(b) Mrs Rowe, a Greater Wellington scientist and I met Hon Nick Smith at the Whakatikei 

River in Upper Hutt to acknowledge World Rivers Day on Sunday 27th September, and 
the addition of lakes water quality, river MCI and the update of river water quality on 
the Land Air Water Aotearoa site. 

 
(c) LAWF meeting on 7/8 October. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Stephen Woodhead  
Chairperson 

17



 

Document version:2.0 Published status: Y Published: 22/10/2015 

REPORT 

Document Id: A852199 
 
Report Number: 2015/1212 
Prepared For: Council 
Prepared By: Chief Executive 
Date: 22 October 2015 
 
Subject: Chief Executive's Report - October 2015 
 

 
1. Taieri Women’s Club 
I recently addressed the Taieri Women’s Club at its monthly meeting in Mosgiel.  This meeting 
of over 90 women provided good feedback to my presentation which included air quality, 
public transport focussing on the new southern routes and proposed fare changes, flood 
scheme protection of Mosgiel, and water quality in rural and urban water bodies. 
 
There was positive feedback toward the transport changes and robust discussion about 
timetabling with respect to the use of SuperGold cards.  They appreciated the discussion on 
flood control of Mosgiel via the Silver Stream spillway and the Council’s focus on rural water 
quality. 
 
2. Manuherikia Irrigation 
The Otago Regional Council continues to work constructively with the Manuherikia Irrigation 
development group. 
 
While ensuring ORC maintains separation between its regulatory and consenting roles, we are 
working closely to ensure the group’s objective to provide more reliable and extended 
irrigation to the Manuherikia Valley dovetails with ORC’s objectives, both with rural water 
quality and moving deemed permits to RMA consents via a group mechanism. 
 
Recently staff met with representatives of Manuherikia Irrigation to discuss the progress 
toward a minimum flow in the Manuherikia River.  Ideally farmers would know what minimum 
flow was being proposed as they decide whether to invest in on-farm irrigation development, 
including an investment in the irrigation scheme redevelopment, and both parties are working 
toward that end. 
 
3. Strath Taieri Irrigation 
As part of a previous agreement to assist with irrigation scheme development, ORC has funded 
investigation work undertaken by Strath Taieri Irrigation to further investigate irrigation 
potential for the area.  ORC has funded an update of the 2006 estimates for community 
irrigation and now will progress that work to identify actual irrigation requirements for the soil 
type and farming practice in the area. 
 
4. South Island Regional CEO Meeting 
Over the last weekend the Regional Council CEO’s from the South Island met in Nelson hosted 
by Tasman District Council.  This six monthly meeting allows CE’s to discuss aspects of our work 
and this meeting included audit and risk, staff culture, skill levels in key technical areas, staff 
KPI setting, communications and a review of the LTP process. 
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5. Collective Agreement 
ORC has concluded negotiation of the Collective Employment Agreement with the PSA who 
now represents union members for ORC.  This covers the 12 staff who are Union members. 
 
The agreement covers all aspects of employment and will remain in place until July 2017. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Peter Bodeker 
Chief Executive 
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REPORT 

Document Id: A848473 

 

Report Number: 2015/1195 
Prepared For: Council 

Prepared By: Finance Manager 

Date: 22 October 2015 
 

Subject: Financial Report to 30 September 2015 

 

 
The following information is provided in respect of the overall Council finances for the three 

months ended 30 September 2015. 

 

1. Activity Expenditure 
Expenditure for the Council's activities, including capital expenditure and internal charges, is 

summarised as follows: 

 

 

Annual Budget 

June 2016 

$000's 

 

Budget 

September 

2015 

$000’s 

Actual  

 September 

2015 

$000’s 

Variance 

(unfav) 

$000’s 

Environment 

                                                    Note 1  

 

12,563 2,882 2,515 367 

Community  4,043 975 1,053 (78) 

Regulatory                                  Note 2  4,114 1,148 882 266 

Flood Protection and Control Works 
                                                    Note 3 

 
8,891 985 768 217 

Safety and Hazards  2,051 439 359 80 

Transport                                    Note 4  14,163 2,584 1,980 604 

  45,825 9,013 7,557 1,456 

 

 

Significant variances are commented upon in the notes below. 

 

Note 1 – Environment 

The most significant variance in this activity relates to the Water group of projects, with 

expenditure amounting to $1,279,000 against a budget of $1,676,000, resulting in a favourable 
variance of $397,000. 

 

The variance is mainly as a result of timing issues and the diversion of resources from Water to 
other projects, including the Regional Policy Statement, $27,000 and Public Awareness 

$119,000. 

 

The Rivers and Waterway management activity shows a favourable variance of $84,000 against 
a budget of $339,000, largely offset by an unfavourable variance in the Environmental Incident 

Response activity of $77,000 against a budget of $247,000.  

 

Note 2 – Regulatory 

The favourable variance largely arises in the consents and compliance activities. 

Consents processing expenditure is down $132,000 against a budget of $361,000 and 
compliance monitoring expenditure is down $98,000 against a budget of $394,000. 
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A significant portion of the expenditure in the Regulatory activity is demand driven, and reflects 

a lower level of activity than provided for in the budget. 

 

Note 3 - Flood Protection and Control Works 

There are both favourable and unfavourable variances within this activity, with the more 

significant variances noted below. 
 

The Leith Flood protection scheme has a budgeted capital expenditure amount of $160,000 

whereas only $47,000 of expenditure has come to charge, resulting in a favourable variance of 
$113,000, largely related to timing. 

 

The Lower Taieri scheme shows an over-expenditure amount of $31,000 largely due to seismic 

investigation expenditure of $55,000 occurring the period to September that was budgeted for in 
the previous financial year. 

 

Note 4 – Transport 
The favourable variance of $604,000 primarily arises from Public Passenger Transport with a 

variance of $602,000, arising largely from timing differences.  

 
The larger individual favourable variances were the Electronic Ticketing System jobs with 

expenditure of $159,000 and a variance of $71,000, the Bus Hub job with expenditure of 

$20,000 and a variance of $83,000, the Dunedin Bus Services activity with expenditure of 

$1,278,000 and a variance of $143,000, the Dunedin Timetable Information job with 
expenditure of $17,000 and a variance of $37,000, and Total Mobility activity with expenditure 

of $157,000 and a variance of $106,000. 

 
 

2. Income Statement and Statement of Financial Position 
An Income Statement for the three months to 30 September 2015 and a Statement of Financial 

Position as at 30 September 2015 are attached. 
 

 

3. Recommendation 
That this report be received. 

 

 
 

 

 

 
Nick Donnelly 

Director Corporate Services 
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Otago Regional Council 

 

Income Statement 

For the three months to 30 September 2015 
 

Annual 

Budget 

30 June 

2016 

$000's 

Budget 

September 

2015 

$000’s 

Actual 

September 

2015 

$000’s 

Variance 

(unfav) 

$000’s 

Income: 

Rate income  14,446 3,612 3,598 (14) 

Subsidy income Note 1  8,258 1,493 1,119 (374) 

Interest received   2,086 521 402 (119) 

Other income 4,600 1,132 983 (149) 

Dividend income  7,300 1,825 1,825 - 

Rental income 1,100 275 266 (9) 

Gain in value of investment Property Note 2 310 - - - 

Other gains/(losses) Note 3 0 - (99) (99) 

Total Income 38,100 8,858 8,094 (764) 

Less Expenditure:  

Operating expenses Note 4 38,731 8,183 7,290 893 

Finance costs  1 - - - 

Depreciation expense 1,751 438 410 28 

Total Expenditure 40,483 8,621 7,700 921 

Surplus/(deficit) (2,383) 237 394 157 

 
 

Note 1 – Subsidy Income 

The budgeted subsidy income is directly related to the associated budgeted expenditure.  The 

unfavourable subsidy variance is a direct result of transport activity expenditure eligible for 
subsidy being lower than the budgeted level, as referred to in the notes to the transport activity 

in the previous section of this report. 

 

Note 2 – Gain in the value of Investment Property 
Investment Property is revalued annually at 30 June.  Accordingly the year to date budget and 

actual gain are reported as nil amounts to 30 September 2015. 

 

Note 3– Other Gains/(losses) 

The loss recorded of $99,000 reflects the decrease in the fair value of the BNZ Managed 

Investment Portfolio for the period from July to September 2015. 
  

Note 4 – Operating expenses 

Operating expenses are down $893,000 on the budgeted amount, mainly attributable to 

favourable project variances reflected in the activity expenditure section above. 
 

69



 

Document version:2.0 Published status: Y Published: 22/10/2015 

Otago Regional Council 

 

Statement of Financial Position 

As at 30 September 2015 
 

  30 September 

2015 

$000's 

30 June 

2015 

$000's 
Public Equity 

Public equity   138,403 140,424 

Available-for-sale revaluation reserve  Note 1 387,293 387,293 

Asset revaluation reserve  Note 2 8,063 8,063 

Asset replacement reserve  4,513 4,865 

Building reserve Note 3 10,684 8,072 

Emergency response reserve  3,781 3,739 

Water management reserve  1,549 1,532 

Kuriwao endowment reserve  6,194 6,167 

 560,480 560,155 
    

Current Liabilities 

Accounts payable and accruals  3,995 5,604 

Revenue in advance                                                           Note 4 12,066 - 

 16,061 5,604 

    

Total Equity and Liabilities 576,541 565,759 

    

Non-Current Assets 

Operating assets   83,816 83,850 

Intangible assets   1,456 1,553 

Investment Property  Note 2 10,124 10,124 

Deferred tax asset  101 98 

Shares in Port Otago Ltd  Note 1 407,293 407,293 

  502,790 502,918 

Current Assets 

Cash and cash equivalents  Note 5 2,783 4,228 

Other financial assets  Note 5 51,797 52,560 

Receivables   Note 6 16,201 3,461 

Other current assets  247 162 

Inventories – stock and property held for sale  1,648 2,430 

Dividends Receivable   1,075 - 

  73,751 62,841 

    

Total Assets 576,541 565,759 

 

Note 1 – Available-for-Sale Revaluation Reserve and Shares in Port Otago Ltd 

The Shares in Port Otago Ltd are included at the June 2015 valuation, and the available-for-sale 

revaluation reserve reflects the revaluation amount of the shares. 

 

Note 2 – Asset Revaluation Reserve and Investment Property 

Investment property is revalued annually and is included at the June 2015 valuation. The asset 
revaluation reserve reflects the revaluation amount of the investment property at 30 June 2015. 
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Note 3 – Building Reserve 

The 2015/16 Annual Plan provides for the transfer to the reserve of $2,500,000 from public 

equity. The transfer is fully reflected in the reserve balance to 30 September 2015.  

 

Note 4 – Revenue in advance 

Revenue in advance of $12,066,000 reflects rate revenue. The annual rates assessments were 
issued in August 2015, and the revenue in advance amount reflects the portion of revenue 

attributable to the October 2015 to June 2016 period. This revenue will be released to the 

income statement over the remainder of the year. 

 

Note 5 - Cash and Cash Equivalents and Other Financial Assets 

Funds surplus to the Council’s immediate and short term requirements are managed on 

Council’s behalf by the BNZ. An Investment Portfolio and term deposits with durations of 4-12 
months are included in the classification Other Financial Assets.  Current bank balances and 

term deposits with durations of less than 4 months are included in Cash and Cash Equivalents.  

 

Note 6 – Receivables 

Rates assessments totalling $16,634,000 were issued in August 2015 with a due date of 31 

October 2015. 
The Receivables amount of $16,201,000 in the Statement of Financial Position includes rates 

debtor balances of $12,426,000 at 30 September 2015. Approximately $1,900,000 in rate 

payments have been received in the period from October 1 to October 21 2015. 
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Report back from Councillors 
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OTAGO REGIONAL COUNCIL 

 

Minutes of a meeting of the Communications Committee held in the 

Council Chamber, 70 Stafford Street, Dunedin on  

Wednesday 14 October 2015 commencing at 2:37pm 

 
 

Present: Cr Graeme Bell (Deputy Chairperson) 

Cr Michael Deaker  

Cr Gerrard Eckhoff  

Cr Gary Kelliher 

 Cr Sam Neill 

 Cr Gretchen Robertson 

Cr Bryan Scott  

 Cr David Shepherd 

 Cr Stephen Woodhead 

 

 

Apologies:   Cr Doug Brown  

 

 

Leave of absence: Cr Trevor Kempton (Chairperson) 

 Cr Louise Croot MNZM 

 

In attendance: Peter Bodeker 

 Nick Donnelly 

 Gavin Palmer  

 Fraser McRae 

 Scott MacLean 

 Caroline Rowe 

 Peter Taylor 

Lauren McDonald 

Charlotte Stickings 

 

 

CONFIRMATION OF AGENDA 

  

There were no changes to the agenda. 

 

MINUTES  

 

The minutes of the meeting held on 2 September 2015, having been 

circulated, were adopted on the motion of Crs Bell and Robertson.   

 

 

Matters arising from minutes 

 

There were no matter arising from the minutes. 
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FOR NOTING 

 

Item 1 

2015/1182 Stakeholder Engagement Report. Manager Communications/ Manager 

Community Liaison and Education, 30/9/15 

 

A report on community, stakeholder and staff engagement activities carried 

out by Stakeholder Engagement directorate staff since the last meeting. 

 

Cr  Bell moved 

Cr  Robertson seconded 

 

That: 

The report be noted 

 

 

Motion Carried 

 

 

The Meeting closed at: 2.40pm. 

 

 

 

 

 

Chairperson 
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OTAGO REGIONAL COUNCIL 

 

Minutes of a meeting of the Finance and Corporate Committee held in 

the Council Chamber, 70 Stafford Street, Dunedin  

on Wednesday 14 October 2015 commencing at 1.00pm 

 
 

Present: Cr David Shepherd (Chairperson) 

 Cr Gary Kelliher (Deputy Chairperson) 

Cr Graeme Bell 

 Cr Michael Deaker 

 Cr Gerrard Eckhoff 

 Cr Sam Neill  

 Cr Gretchen Robertson 

 Cr Bryan Scott 

 Cr Stephen Woodhead 

 

 

Apologies: Cr Doug Brown 

 The apology was accepted on the motion of Crs Woodhead 

and Kelliher. 

 

 

Leave of absence: Cr Louise Croot MNZM 

 Cr Trevor Kempton 

 

 

In attendance: Peter Bodeker 

 Gavin Palmer 

 Scott MacLean 

 Nick Donnelly 

 Fraser McRae 

 Caroline Rowe 

 Charlotte Stickings 

 Lauren McDonald 

 Gerard Collings (Item 3) 

  

 

CONFIRMATION OF AGENDA 

 

There were no changes to the agenda.  

 

 

MINUTES  

   

 The minutes of the meeting held on 2 September 2015, having been 

circulated, were adopted on the motion of Crs Kelliher and Robertson. 
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Matters arising from minutes 

 

Item 2.9 noted that Nick Donnelly be appointed sole ‘director’, 

recommendation corrected.   

 

PART A - RECOMMENDATIONS 

 

Item 1 

2015/1183 Schedule of Meetings to September 2016.  DCS, 1/10/15 

 

The report suggested the schedule of Ordinary Committee Meetings to 

September 2016 with local body elections to be held 8 October 2016. 

 

It was noted that the schedule for next year followed the normal 6 week 

cycle with adjustments in September for the Annual Report and audit 

process.  

 

Agreement was in place that ORC should participate in Waitangi Day 

celebrations by flying the flags of the regional rūnaka.  

 

A request was made that the annual plan hearings be included in the 

schedule for next year.  Noted this schedule provided dates for public 

Council and Committee meetings only.  A more detailed calendar would be 

provided including annual plan hearings and workshop dates.  

 

Cr Deaker moved 

Cr Robertson seconded 

 

That: 

The attached schedule of ordinary committee meetings to September 2016 

be adopted. 

 

Motion carried 

 

 Cr Robertson left the meeting 1.17pm noting a conflict of interest 

 

Item 2  

2015/1181 Councillor Plan change hearing remuneration. DCS, 30/9/15 

 

The report outlined the remuneration for Councillors acting as 

commissioners for plan change hearings as determined and approved 

throught the remuneration authority.  

 

Cr Woodhead moved 

Cr Neill seconded 

 

That: 

1. The report be received 
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2. The plan change hearing remuneration pool be used in the 2015/16 year 

for the Regional Policy Statement and Plan change 5A hearings as 

outlined above. 

 

Motion carried 

 

 Cr Robertson returned to the meeting 1.20pm 

 

 

Item 3 

2015/1185  Passenger Transport Update.  DCS, 1/10/15 

 

The report provided an update on various transport matters including: 

Noting delays outside Council’s control, with the procurement of the 

replacement ticketing system, developments regarding the Crowns intent to 

bulk fund the Super Gold free off-peak travel scheme, progress on the 

design development of the new Dunedin bus hub and advising on the 

commencement of the Wakatipu Network review and business case process. 

 

Mr Collings commented that NZTA were currently working through 

sensitive issues regarding the delays, a paper on procurement would be 

taken to the NZTA board at the end of October, noting they were committed 

to assisting in joint ticketing procurement.  There are 9 other Councils 

involved in the process which is unique for New Zealand.  Clear direction 

would be given to this Council at the November meeting and indication was 

made that Otago Regional Council would be the first Council to benefit 

from the new system which should happen in the next 18 months.  

 

It was viewed positively that a combination of both staff and Councillors 

would be involved in the invited competition for the bus hub design.  ORC 

Councillors volunteered for this review were Crs Deaker and Neill.  

 

Delays in the ticketing system meant that the free transfer would not be in 

place on 1 January 2016, due to changes required to implement this on the 

current systems.  The next changes required full implementation across the 

whole network.  

 

Cr Deaker moved 

Cr Robertson seconded 

 

That: 

1. The report be received 

2. That Council nominate two Councillors to participate in the Bus Hub design 

review, and 

3. That staff be requested to invite NZTA representative, two DCC staff (one 

Transport and one Urban Design) and up to two DCC councillors to 

participate in the Bus Hub design review.  

 

Motion carried 
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Note: Councillors nominated to participate in the Bus Hub design review 

were Crs Deaker and Neill.  

 

Item 4 

2015/1174 Executive report. DCS, 2/10/15 

 

The report described significant activities carried out by the Finance and 

Corporate sections since the last meeting of the Committee. 

 

It was noted that an economic assessment process was underway, requests 

for proposal closed on 12 October and 3 in total were received.  

 

Cr Kelliher stepped back from the table at 1.30pm prior to discussion of 

item.  

 

Mr Donnelly confirmed it was not this Council’s policy to remit rates.  It 

was commented that if the valuations changed, ORC rates would be 

adjusted in accordance.  Historically, irrigation schemes have not been 

valued.  Irrigation New Zealand are currently working with LINZ, Quotable 

Value and the Office of the Valuer General to resolve this issue.  

 

Cr Woodhead moved 

Cr Deaker seconded 

 

That: 

1. The report be received 

2. The payments and investments summarised in the table above and 

detailed in the tabled schedule, totalling $2,970,817.4 be endorsed. 

 

Motion carried 

 

Cr Kelliher returned to the table at 1.36pm. 

 

PART B – ITEMS FOR NOTING 

 

Item 5 

2015/1170 Regional Collaboration and Shared services.  DCS, 23/9/15 

 

The report informed Council of the the work done with others both in Otago 

and wider as encouraged by central government.  

 

Comment was made that it was good to see collaboration taking place, 

reducing costs where possible.  It was also noted that a lot of day to day 

activities that take place go unseen and the report did not give reference to 

collaboratively developed software with other regional councils.  

 

Cr Deaker moved 

Cr  Kelliher seconded 

 

 

78



 

That: 

The report be received. 

 

Motion carried 
 

The meeting closed at 1.41pm. 

 

 
 

Chairperson 
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OTAGO REGIONAL COUNCIL 

 

Minutes of a meeting of the Policy Committee held in the  

Council Chamber, 70 Stafford Street, Dunedin on  

Wednesday 14 October 2015 commencing at 2:41pm 

 
 

Present: Cr Gretchen Robertson (Chairperson) 

Cr Michael Deaker (Deputy Chairperson) 

Cr Graeme Bell 

Cr Gerrard Eckhoff  

Cr Gary Kelliher 

 Cr Sam Neill 

 Cr Bryan Scott  

 Cr David Shepherd 

 Cr Stephen Woodhead 

 

 

Apologies:    Cr Doug Brown  

The apology was accepted on the motion of Crs Shepherd 

and Woodhead 

 

Leave of absence: Cr Trevor Kempton 

 Cr Louise Croot MNZM 

 

 

In attendance: Peter Bodeker 

 Gavin Palmer 

 Scott MacLean 

 Nick Donnelly 

 Fraser McRae 

 Caroline Rowe 

 Charlotte Stickings 

 Lauren McDonald 

 

 

CONFIRMATION OF AGENDA 

  

There were no changes to the agenda. 

 

 

MINUTES  

   

 The minutes of the meeting held on 2 September 2015, having been 

circulated, were adopted on the motion of Crs Neill and Woodhead 
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Matters arising from minutes 

 

There were no matters arising from the minutes. 

 

ITEMS FOR NOTING 

 

Item 1  

2015/1168 Director’s Report on Progress.  DPPRM, 2/10/15 

 

The report gave an overview of significant activities undertaken by the 

Policy section since the last meeting of the Policy Committee.    

 

It was confirmed that Council was engaging with other regional councils to 

provide a regional response to the declarations made to the High Court by 

the Royal Forest and Bird Protection Society of NZ.  LGNZ involvement 

was noted.  

 

Noted that the RPS and PC5A: Lindis Minimum Flow processes had 

become closer in timing.  Agreed the hearings and deliberations process 

should be continuous with RPS hearings commencing in November 2015 

and PC5A in early 2016.  Mr McRae confirmed the community and 

submitters would be advised as soon as possible. 

 

Support was sought for further discussion on the TPPA resolution submitted 

through a public forum petition to Council at the 2 September 2015 

meeting.   

 

 

Cr Scott moved 

Cr  Deaker seconded 

 

That Otago Regional Council supports the Tran-Pacific Partnership 

resolution for local government consideration and that it lies on the table. 

 

Motion lost 

 

 

Respect was noted for the public forum and the petition received, but the 

preference was to leave this with central government as this is where the 

responsibility sat.  

 

Cr Shepherd moved 

Cr Neill seconded 

 

That:  

The report including appendix 1 be noted. 

 

Motion carried 
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The meeting closed at 3:12pm 

 

 

 

Chairperson 
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OTAGO REGIONAL COUNCIL 

 

Minutes of a meeting of the Regulatory Committee held in the Council 

Chamber, 70 Stafford Street, Dunedin on Wednesday 14 October 2015 

commencing at 3.28pm. 

 
 

Present: Cr Sam Neill (Chairperson) 

 Cr Gerrard Eckhoff (Deputy Chairperson) 

Cr Graeme Bell 

Cr Michael Deaker 

Cr Gary Kelliher 

Cr Gretchen Robertson 

Cr Bryan Scott 

 Cr David Shepherd 

 Cr Stephen Woodhead 

 

 

Apologies:  Cr Doug Brown 

 

 

 

Leave of Absence: Cr Louise Croot MNZM 

Cr Trevor Kempton  

 

 

In attendance: Peter Bodeker 

 Gavin Palmer  

 Fraser McRae  

 Scott Maclean 

 Nick Donnelly 

 Caroline Rowe 

 Sarah Ibbotson  

 Charlotte Stickings 

 Lauren McDonald 
 

 

 

CONFIRMATION OF AGENDA 

 

There were no changes to the agenda. 

 

 

MINUTES  

   

 The minutes of the meeting held on 2 September 2015, having been 

circulated, were adopted on the motion of Crs Eckhoff and Bell.  
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Matters arising from minutes 

 

There were no matters arising from the minutes.  

 

PART A – RECOMMENDATIONS 

 

Item 1 

2015/1177 Summary of Dairy Farm Inspections for 2014/2015. DEMO, 19/08/15 

   

The report described the findings of the 2014/2015 annual inspection of 

dairy farms in the Otago Region. 

 

Of the 450 farms inspected it was noted that 48 had breaches and serious 

non compliance with 150 properties identified as high risk.  This 

reflected the need for good training and management systems on farm to 

be in place, which was currently not the normal standard. 

 

Mr MacLean advised that environmental outcomes were not necessarily 

diversion only and that rate of voluntary change is slow. 

 

A question was raised asking if compliance staff contacted farmers 

before making site visits.   Mr MacLean confirmed that warranted 

officers are legally entitled to undertake inspections without prior 

notificiation and are covered under the Council's Health & Safety policy 

while on site. 

 

Discussion was held on the risk matrix developed so that high risk 

properties were visited more often than low risk.  A ratio had been 

suggested of four visits per year for high risk properties/catchments but 

this ratio had not been supported due to the funding cost to do so. 

 

It was commented that increased education and awareness to support 

farmers in meeting requirements of Schedule 16 needed to happen with 

the compliance process.  This would also involve some industry support 

in emphasising environmental management to landowners. 

 

Council was advised that the Ministry for the Environment is to table 

amendments to the RMA by the end of 2015.  The amendment will allow 

the ability for chargeable monitoring of permitted activities  

 

A review of the multiple visit approach for dairy inspections and effects 

based monitoring was suggested to be included in the Annual Review 

process. 

 

Cr Shepherd moved 

Cr Bell seconded 

 

That: 

1. The report be noted 
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2. That Council discuss the merits of any changes to the Compliance 

Monitoring of the dairy effluent program. 

 

Motion carried 

 

 

PART B - ITEMS FOR NOTING 

 

Item 2 

2015/1169 Biosecurity and RMA Monitoring Report.  DEMO, 02/10/15 

 

 Report on water, air, pest, and contaminated site environmental 

monitoring and incidents for the period 24 July to 4 September 2015. 

 

With reference to QLDC sewage discharge upgrades on the Shotover, it 

was noted that they were within consent conditions with this work likely 

to take 2-3 years.  A series of short consents had been issued to carry out 

the upgrade. 

 

Water metering focus is on those consents greater than 20 litres per 

second, noting a lack of installers in Otago being an issue.  If these 

consent holders are found to have no equipment in place after 1 October 

2015, abatement notices would be issued.  

  

Cr Woodhead moved 

Cr Robertson seconded 

 

That:  

The report be noted. 

 

Motion carried 

 

 

Item 3 

2015/1180 Consent processing, consent administration and Building Control 

Authority update. DPPRM, 30/9/15 

 

The report detailed consent processing, consent administration and 

building control authority activity for the period 17 August to 25 

September 2015. 

 

Cr Scott moved 

Cr Shepherd seconded 

 

That: 

The report be noted. 

 

Motion carried 
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Item 4  

2015/1167 RMA, Biosecurity Act and Building Act Enforcement Activities. 

 DPPRM, 25/9/15 

 

The report detailed Resource Management Act 1991, Biosecurity Act 

1993 and Building Act 2004 enforcement activities undertaken by the 

Otago Regional Council for the period 13 August to 25 September 2015. 

 

Cr Shepherd moved 

Cr Woodhead seconded 

 

That: 

The report be noted. 

 

Motion carried 

 

Item 5 

2015/1178 Rabbit Serum Results 2015.  DEMO, 15/07/15 

 

The report detailed rabbit serum results collected across 10 sites in Otago 

during February and March 2015.  

 

A question was raised as to whether ORC would consider using the 

Korean strain of the RHD virus for rabbit control.  The Korean strain has 

had a trial release in Tasmania.  

 

It was noted that ORC is part of the National Rabbit Coordination group 

together with other regional councils, DoC, MPI, Landcare Research and 

Lincoln University who are looking at strategic rabbit control New 

Zealand wide. Janine Duckworth (Lincoln University) is doing 

significant work in this area. 

 

Increased immunity reflected in increased rabbit numbers was noted in 

the Albert Town area as well as Molyneux Park in Alexandra.  Both sites 

could be possible trial sites for the Korean strain of the RHD virus if the 

outcome from the Tasmania release is positive.   

 

Cr Kelliher moved 

Cr Bell seconded 

 

That: 

The report be received. 

 

 

Motion carried 

 

The meeting closed at 4.14pm. 

 

Chairperson 
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OTAGO REGIONAL COUNCIL 

 

Minutes of a meeting of the Technical Committee held  

in the Council Chamber, 70 Stafford Street, Dunedin  

on Wednesday 14 October 2015 commencing at 1.42pm 
 

 

Present: Cr Bryan Scott (Chairperson) 

 Cr Graeme Bell 

Cr Gerrard Eckhoff 

Cr Gary Kelliher 

Cr Sam Neill 

Cr Gretchen Robertson 

Cr Stephen Woodhead 

Cr David Shepherd 

Cr Michael Deaker  

 

 

Apologies: Cr Doug Brown (Deputy Chairperson) 

 

 

 

Leave of Absence: Cr Louise Croot MNZM 

Cr Trevor Kempton 

 

 

 

In attendance: Peter Bodeker 

Scott MacLean 

Nick Donnelly 

Fraser McRae 

Gavin Palmer 

Caroline Rowe 

Chris Valentine (Item 3) 

Dean Olsen (Items 1 and 4) 

Michael Goldsmith (Item 2) 

Jacob Williams (Item 2) 

Charlotte Stickings 

   

 

CONFIRMATION OF AGENDA 

 

There were no changes to the agenda. 

 

 

MINUTES 

  

 The minutes of the meeting held on 2 September 2015, having been 

circulated, were adopted on the motion of Crs Scott and Robertson. 
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Matters arising from minutes 

 

It was noted that the seismic hazard presentation to the wider community 

was still to be scheduled.  

 

PART A – RECOMMENDATIONS 

 

Item 1 

2015/1078 Spatial variability of air quality in Clyde.  DEHS, 20/8/15 

 

The report detailed an investigation into the spatial air quality in Clyde 

completed during winter 2015.  

 

Highest levels of PM10 were noted in the centre of the town, comment 

was made that this report re-affirmed what had been found in other areas.  

 

It was noted that continued exposure to PM2.5 is the indicator for health 

issues and a large problem in Central Otago is the inversion layers.  

 

Cr Woodhead moved 

Cr Kelliher seconded 

 

That: 

1. The report be noted; 

2. The results from the report be used to inform the monitoring 

component of the new air quality management strategy. 

 

Motion carried 

 

Item 2 

2015/1163 Kakanui river morphology and riparian management strategy. 

DEHS, 22/09/15 

 

 The Kakanui river morphology and riparian management strategy had 

been prepared to help protect and enhance the recreational, cultural and 

ecological values of the Kakanui and Kauru riverbeds and their margins.  

 

Staff were congratulated on a comprehensive strategy, having gathered a 

lot of high quality information and noting this was something that the 

community were passionate about.  It was noted that the strategy was not 

a statutory document but was live and regularly reviewed.  

 

Cr Woodhead moved 

Cr Robertson seconded 

 

That: 

1. The report be received; 
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2. The Kakanui River morphology and riparian management strategy is 

endorsed; 

3. The financial considerations associated with the strategy are noted. 

 

Motion carried 

 

Item 3 

2015/1184 Leith Dundas to St David St. DEHS, 09/09/15 

 

The report sought endorsement of the design and landscaping and 

approval to invite tenders for construction of the Dundas Street to St 

David Street Footbridge reach of the Leith Flood Protection Scheme. 

 

 It was noted that the extent of work would depend on tendered prices as 

it included some maintenance items. 

 

 The question was raised asking if there was any provision for the culvert 

at the Dundas St Bridge, and it was noted that these planned works 

enabled for the culvert but that would be the very last piece of work done 

as it controlled outbreak at the northern end.  

 

Cr Deaker moved 

Cr Shephed Seconded 

 

That: 

1. The report be noted 

2. The design and landscaping of the Leith Flood Protection Scheme 

works in the Dundas Street to St David St reach be endorsed; 

3. Tenders be invited to complete construction of the Leith Flood 

Protection Scheme works in the Dundas Street to St David Street 

reach.  

Motion carried 

 

PART B - ITEMS FOR NOTING 

 

Item 4 

2015/1050 Kakanui River and Estuary. DEHS, 20/07/15 

  

The report detailed modelling work in the Kakanui Estuary.  

 

The Plan Change 6A mediation led to NIWA being contracted to look at 

the relationship between estuarine water quality, flows and nutrient loads 

in the Kakanui Estuary.  

 

It was noted that the community acknowledged these issues, management 

practices needed to alter and the report re-affirmed this.  This information 

gave direction for working with landowners and the wider community.  
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Cr Kelliher moved 

Cr Robertson seconded 

 

That: 

This report and the technical report ‘Kakanui Estuary Hydrodynamic 

Model’ produced by NIWA are received and noted. 

 

Motion carried 

 

Item 5  

2015/1166 Director’s Report on Progress.  DEHS, September 2015 

 

The report discussed the South American Tsunami 17 September 2015, 

Tomahawk Beach and Lagoons, preparation for low river flows and 

Pomahaka and Strath Taieri river morphology and riparian management 

strategies. 

 

The preparation for low river flows was noted, this would set out how 

Otago Regional Council would engage with the community and 

stakeholders to inform of ORC responsiblites and expectations.  The 

importance of managing rivers and tribuatries for the protection of 

ecology, and indigenous species was also noted.  A report would be 

prepared for the next committee round noting preparation made and 

incorporating lessons learnt from last year. 

 

Cr Neill moved 

Cr Deaker seconded 

 

That the report be noted. 

 

Motion carried 

 

 

The meeting closed at 2.35pm. 

 

 

 

Chairperson 
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