
I look similar to...

Scree
skink
Oligosoma waimatense

Conservation 
status
Regional    Threatened: Vulnerable
National    Threatened: Vulnerable

Main threats
Habitat change
(e.g. land development, 
floods and fires)

Introduced predators  
(e.g. rodents, ferrets, 
stoats and cats)

!

1700 m

500 m*

I inhabit...
Creviced rock outcrops, 
rocky river terraces/lake 
shores, old stream beds, 
boulderfields and scree.

I eat...
Mostly invertebrates, 
like insects and spiders

Possibly flower nectar, native fruits 
and other small lizards when available

Identify me by my...

Body length: 
Up to 116 mm 

Grey, black or 
cream-yellow upper 
surfaces and sides

Pale underside 
(belly sometimes 
orange)

Grey or cream 
flecks or streaks, 
arranged in 
clear bands 

Alpine rock skink 

*sometimes as low as 300 m

Otago Distribution

Otago is a
national stronghold

(over 20% of
the population
is found here).

Scott Jarvie, Otago Regional Council: conception; Samuel Purdie, Southern Lakes Sanctuary: 
research and photographs; Carey Knox, Southern Scales: research and photographs; Alice Waterman 
and Harry Pickernell, Tūhura Otago Museum: editing and design.


