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Otago Regional Council (ORC) wetcomes the opportunity to provide feedback on the

EnvironmentaI Report¡ng Amendment Bil.L.

Support for more efficient and usefuI reporting

ORC supports, in principte, the proposal to reptace the current reporting framework with six-

yearty state of environment reports, supported by commentary reports.

A tonger state of environment reporting cycte may provide a more meaningfuI basis for assessing

long-term environmentattrends. Shorter reporting cycles can be inftuenced by short-term naturaI

ftuctuations, such as wet or dry years, flood events, droughts, seasonat variation, or other

temporary changes that may not reflect the undertying long-term trend.

However, ORC notes that there is a batance to be struck between robust [ong-term reporting and

publ.ic expectations for timety, accessible environmentaI information. The proposed commentary
report mechanism wiLL therefore be important to ensure national reporting can stitl respond to

emerging issues, unexpected environmental change, or matters of sígnificant pubtic interest

between six-yearty state of environment reports.

Drivers and outlooks

ORC supports the proposed inctusion of "drivers" and "outtooks" in environmentaI reporting.

This change coutd make nationaI reporting more usefuI for decision-making by shifting reporting

from simpty describing the current state of the environment and observed trends, to also

exptaining what is driving environmentaI pressures and what future risks or opportunities may

need to be ptanned for.

EnvironmentaI indicators, standards, methods and data priorities

ORC supports the intent to improve national consistency through environmental indicators,

monitoring standards and methods, and data and evidence priorities reports.

RegionaI councits shoutd be directty invotved in devetopingthese indicators, standards, methods

and priorities. RegionaI councils co[tect and manage much of the environmentaI data that
national reporting reties on, and are wett placed to advise on practicatity, cost, data lim¡tations,

monitoring design, reg¡onaI context, and imptications for [ong-term trend anatysis.

NationaI reporting witt atso onLy be usefuI if regionat counciI data is interpreted In context.

Regional council datasets may have been cotlected for different monitoring purposes, using

different site networks, time periods, sampLing frequencies or methods. Where this data is used

in nationaI reportíng, ORC requests that retevant [imitations, assumptions and caveats are

ctearty retained, so that reg¡onal. information is not over-simptif ied or interpreted beyond what the

data can retiabty support.
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ORC recognises that the BitL sits within wider government work to improve environmental data,

monitoring and reporting, alongside resource management reform. ORC supports that direction.

To reatise the intended efficiency benefits for councits and ratepayers, Environmental Reporting

Act indicators, standards, methods and data priorities should atign with proposed and future

resource management reform requirements, incl.uding environmenta[ [imits, naturaI

environment ptans, regionaI spatiaI ptanning and system performance reporting.

This atignment should atso support regional councils' existing monitoring functions, so that
environmental data collected by councits can be used efficienttyfor both nationaI and reg¡onal

reporting purposes, without creating dupticate or inconsistent monitoring and reporting

expectations.

Summary of ORC's Submission requests

ORC requests that:

1. The Bil.t proceed, with the matters raised in this submission addressed through the Bil.t or

its i m plementation f ramework.
2. The commentary report mechanism be used to report on emerging issues, unexpected

environmentaI change, or matters of significant pubtic interest between six-yearly state
of environment reports.

3. RegionaI counci[s and unitary authorities be directty ìnvolved in the devetopment of
national environmental indicators, monitoring standards and methods, and data and
evidence priorities reports.

4. Where regionaI counciI data is used in nationaI reporting, relevant [imitations,
assumptions and caveats are retained, so that reg¡onaI information is not over-simptified
or interpreted beyond what the data can rel.iabl.y support.

5. That any new monitoring, anatysis or data requirements for councits are ctearly
identified and appropriately funded; and

6. Environmental Reporting Act indicators, standards, methods and data priorities are

atigned with future resource management reform requirements and regional council
monitoring functions, so that council data can support both nationaI and reg¡onal
reporting without d u pl.icate or inconsiste nt req uireme nts.

ORC appreciates the opportunity to provide this submission and woutd wetcome continued

engagement as the Bil.t progresses and imptementat¡on detaits are devetoped.

Yours sincerety
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