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1. APOLOGIES 
 
2. LEAVE OF ABSENCE 
 
3. ATTENDANCE 
 
 
4. CONFIRMATION OF AGENDA 
Note: Any additions must be approved by resolution with an explanation as to why they 
cannot be delayed until a future meeting. 
 
5. CONFLICT OF INTEREST 
Members are reminded of the need to stand aside from decision-making when a conflict 
arises between their role as an elected representative and any private or other external 
interest they might have.  
 
6. PUBLIC FORUM 
 
7. PRESENTATIONS 
 
 
8. CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES 
Recommendation 
That the minutes of the  meeting held on 21 September 2017 be received and confirmed 
as a true and accurate record. 
Attachments 
1. Policy Committee minutes - 13 June 2018 [8.1.1] 
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9. ACTIONS 
Status report on the resolutions of the Policy Committee. 
 

Report No. Meeting Resolution Status 
Amendment 2 (National 
Environmental 
Standards for Plantation 
Forestry) to the 
Regional Plan: Water for 
Otago 

13/06/201
8 

b)      Make Amendment 2 (NES 
Plantation Forestry) operative 
from 1 July 2018. 

c)    Publicly notify Amendment 2 
(NES Plantation Forestry) on Saturday 
30 June 2018 

  
 

Air Quality Strategy 
 

13/06/201
8 

c)     That a paper on implementation 
be brought to the Policy Committee in 
the next 2-3 months 
 

  

Draft Biodiversity 
Strategy - Feedback 

13/6/2018  
c) That a paper on implementation be 

brought to the Policy Committee in 
the next 2-3 months 

 

 

       Director's Report on 
Progress to 13 
June 2018 

 
Minimum Flow Plan 
Change Manuherikia, 
Arrow and Upper 
Cardrona catchments 

13/6/2018 a)       That 31 August is confirmed for 
notification subject to Minimum 
Flow figures and missing section 
32 components being completed 
and brought to the Council and 
brought to the communities. 

 

 

 
 
Attachments 
Nil 
 
 
10. MATTERS FOR COUNCIL DECISION 
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11. MATTERS FOR NOTING 
 
11.1. Director's Report on Progress 
 
Prepared for: Policy Committee 
Report No. PPRM1818 
Activity: Governance Report 
Prepared by: Ian McCabe, Acting Director Policy Planning and Resource 

Management 
Date: 27 July 2018 

 
  

1. Précis 
This directorate report contributes toward the following Strategic Plan Goals: 

• Active resource stewardship 
• Active regional partnerships 
• Realisation of new opportunities  
 
2. Policy Responses  
2.1 National Policies, Strategies and Plans 
The following were received over the period to 20 July 2018:  

Agency Number Document 
Ministry for the Environment 1 Zero Carbon Bill discussion 

document: 

Ministry for the Environment 1 National Planning Standards: see 
appended paper 

Environmental Protection 
Agency 

1 Application for biological control of 
Horehound  

 
The following responses were made over the period to 20 July 2018:  

Proposal Response Type Issues 
NZ Productivity Commission 
 

Submission Low Emissions Economy draft 
report:  ORC submission noted that 
achieving lower emissions should be 
done in a positive effect on the 
economy and our communities' well-
being.  It also noted that planning of 
large developments and transport 
can play a significant role in 
reducing emissions, and that the 
proposed Regional Policy Statement 
has a number of objectives and 
policies which support transition to a 
low emissions economy.   

Environmental Protection 
Agency 

Submission ORC submissions supported 
application for control of Horehound 
plant as it may have a benefit given 
its significant presence in Otago. 
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Minister for the Environment Feedback The Minister requested feedback 
from Councils on accounting for 
seasonal variances in water quality 
and monitoring of E.coli at primary 
contact sites and thoughts on 
possible better alternatives.  ORC 
views monitoring needs to be robust, 
but allow reviewing monitoring 
frequency such as where there is 
less merit during winter conditions. 

 
2.2 Territorial Authority District Plan Changes and Reviews 
The following summarises the current situation regarding changes and reviews of District 
Plans: 

District or City Change or review Current situation 

DCC 2GP: District Plan 
Review  

Notified: 2015  

Hearings completed: Nov 17 

Decisions due: late 2018  

CODC Review pending  Proposed to notify review late 2018 

QLDC District Plan 
Review  

Stage 1 of 4: Notified: 12 February 
2016  

Stage 1 decisions released 7 May 
2018. 

Stage 2 notified 23 November 2017. 
Submissions closed 23 February 
2018 
 
ORC has also appealed the Stage 1 
decision, specifically the Subdivision 
and Development and Natural 
Hazards chapters, as the decision 
appears not to give effect to the 
proposed Regional Policy 
Statement.  ORC has also joined 
several appeals as a s274 party 
where the decisions requested are 
of interest/concern to ORC. 

WDC Review pending Stage 1: Initial consultation 
underway 
Proposed Notification: 2018 

CDC Plan changes 39 – 
41 Residential and 
Industrial Zoning 
areas for Balclutha, 
Stirling and Milton. 
Further review 
pending of PC41 
(Milton) 

ORC has had pre-(re)notification 
discussion with Calder Stewart of its 
plans and how these may be 
relevant to ORC.  Awaiting CDC re-
notification of PC41. 
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2.3 Territorial Authority and Regional Council Resource Consent Applications 
The following were received over the period to 20 July 2018: 

Agency Number  Document  
DCC 2 Resource Consent 

 
The following responses were made over the period to 20 July 2018:  

Proposal Response Type Issues 
CODC – Plan Change 13 
(River Terrace Developments 
Ltd) 

Submission ORC submitted and provided 
information on three issues for 
awareness; Reverse Sensitivity, 
Air Quality and Transport.  ORC's 
submission on these matters was 
in relation to ORC's interests via a 
number of planning documents. 
 
ORC also partially opposed the 
plan change in relation to water 
services provisions, as the 
information is not clear in relation 
to the increased demand for water 
and alignment with consents held 
by CODC.  

 
2.4 Other Proposals 

Proposal Response Type Issues 
None   

 
2.5 Other Responses 

Proposal Response Type Issues 
QLDC Hawea (Universal 
Developments) Special 
Housing Area 
 

Feedback ORC noted its interest around 3 
waters services, particularly around 
stormwater management that is 
required to protect local aquifer.  
ORC has requested more detail 
if/when available to assist with 
more input. 

 
2.6 Emerging matters 
2.6.1 Balmoral Developments (Outram) Limited v Dunedin City Council 
As agreed during mediation, the application has been provided to ORC for comment on 
an update of its stormwater management plan for both the consented subdivision, and 
the plan change proposal, which was appealed by ORC.  ORC staff are reviewing that 
information. 
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2.6.2 Skyline Enterprises Limited 
ORC has presented evidence in the Environment Court.  Proceedings have adjourned 
to allow time for Skyline's experts to provide further information around risk in relation to 
rockfall and alluvial fan activity.  ORC's experts have reviewed this further information.  
Planning experts for ORC and QLDC are expecting to sign a joint witness statement for 
the Environment Court agreeing to several proposed consent conditions later this month. 
 
3. ORC: Policy, Plans and Strategies 
3.1 Review of Regional Policy Statement 
13 Consent Orders have now been signed off by the Environment Court, with five 
consent orders still outstanding.  
 
Two of the outstanding orders are already with the court relating to infrastructure and 
adverse effects of using and enjoying Otago natural and physical resources.  Another 
two related to mining activities in rural areas have been resolved.  The documents have 
been recirculated for signature. 
 
A final “mop-up” memorandum covering various matters has been reviewed by the 
parties and circulated for signature. 
 
The Environment Court has provided no indication as to when it will release decisions 
on the Mining and Port issues it hear in February 2018.  There is the potential that these 
matters could be appealed to the High Court on points of law only.   
 
An implementation plan for the RPS can then be prepared, noting that a number of 
projects are nearing completion, have been completed (such as the Biodiversity 
Strategy), or are included in the Long Term Plan 2018-2028. 
 
An internal report has been prepared regarding identifying indicators for measuring 
progress in implementing the RPS and aligning information collection with national 
environmental information. This report has identified some issues around identifying 
appropriate indicators and further work will be required to resolve them.  As a result, the 
indicators may not be presented to Council in August 2018. 
 
3.2 Amendment 2 (NES Plantation Forestry) to the Water Plan  
Council approved an amendment to the Regional Plan: Water for Otago that identifies 
when more stringent provisions in the Water Plan prevail over the National 
Environmental Standards for Plantation Forestry on 27 June 2018.  The amendment was 
operative from 1 July 2018 and is now on ORC’s website, along with the updated Water 
Plan. 
 
3.3 Stormwater and wastewater  
A stakeholder workshop held on 8 June 2018 allowed robust discussions on issues and 
expectations for managing stormwater and wastewater in the region.  Stakeholders 
highlighted the need for better co-ordination between the ORC and local authorities, and 
the importance of taking a long-term holistic view to managing urban catchments. 
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Those discussions along with the outcomes of Government’s review of 3 waters 
management and regulation will inform the review of the Water Plans' stormwater and 
wastewater discharge provisions.  The outcomes of that review will be integrated into a 
full review of the Water Plan. 
 
3.4 Lower Waitaki Plains Aquifer 
Council considered a paper at its meeting on 27 June 2018 recommending that a plan 
change for the Lower Waitaki Plains Aquifer not be carried out at this time.  Council 
deferred making a decision on whether the plan change should proceed until its August 
2018 meeting to allow the Lower Waitaki Irrigation Company (LWIC) and Waitaki 
Irrigators' Collective (WIC) sufficient time to respond to Council on this matter. 
 
A science report on the aquifer will be considered by the Technical Committee on 1 
August 2018 and then released to LWIC and WIC for their review.  Some information 
contained in the report has been shared with LWIC and WIC at meetings between 2016 
and 2018.  It is now publicly available with the release of the agenda for the Technical 
Committee. 
 
ORC, LWIC and WIC signed a Memorandum of Understanding during Plan Change 6A 
mediation to, among other things, consider an appropriate consenting regime for the 
Lower Waitaki Plains. LWIC and WIC have expressed concern that recent action on this 
issue has not met the standard of collaboration agreed to in the Memorandum of 
Understanding. 
 
 
4. Water Quantity Plan Changes 
4.1 Development of the Proposed Plan Change for the Clutha River/Mata-Au 

minimum flow 
This plan change seeks to set minimum flows for the Clutha river/Mata-Au, Hawea and 
Kawarau Rivers and lake levels for the Lakes Wanaka, Wakatipu, Hawea, Roxburgh and 
Dunstan.  The Plan Change was initiated at the end of 2017, with a first round of public 
consultation which taking place between December 2017 and February 2018.  
 
As part of the preparatory stages, ORC has also commissioned a number of consultants 
to prepare specialist reports, including: 

• an ecological study on bio-energetics for the Upper Clutha (Cawthron Institute);  

• a land/riverscape study that seeks to identify the significance of the natural 
character values supported by these water bodies (Boffa Miskell); and 

• a recreational assessment that seeks to identify the diverse recreational values 
supported by these water bodies and the impact on flow or lake level changes on 
these values (R&R Consulting). 

 
The bio-energetics study was completed in June 2018 while the draft of the natural 
character assessment report by Boffa Miskell, was provided to ORC in July 2018.  The 
recreational values assessment by R&R Consulting is expected to be completed by early 
August 2018. 
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4.2 Development of Proposed Plan Change 5A Lindis Integrated water 
management  

The Environment Court has agreed that the parties proceed to a combined hearing for 
both the minimum flow plan change and the Lindis Catchment Group resource consent 
application to replace existing Deemed Permits.  The application, the section 87F 
recommending report, all submissions received on the application and all evidence-in-
chief prepared by the ORC (respondent) and the Lindis Catchment Group (appellant) 
were filed with the Environment Court in June 2018. 
 
The Environment Court has set the following timetable: 

• 14 September 2018: Any evidence-in-chief for the s274 parties on both 
proceedings (Plan Change 5A appeal and resource consent application) must be 
lodged and served; 

• 5 October 2018: Any rebuttal evidence must be lodged and served; 

• 26 October 2018: Any expert conferencing and joint witness statements to be 
completed; and 

• 5 – 12 November 2018: hearing in Cromwell. (If further time is required the 
Environment Court will tentatively set aside 19 – 21 November 2018.) 

 
4.3 Minimum Flow Plan Change Manuherikia, Arrow and Upper Cardrona, and 

residual flows 
The project team is continuing to work on filling the gaps in the supporting information 
required to finalise a proposed plan change ready for notification. 
 
The drafting of the section 32 report and the plan change proper is underway.  As per 
Council’s resolution of 27 June 2018, the plan change will be notified only after all 
hydrology, water surety, economic, social, cultural, and ecological studies/assessments 
have been completed and the section 32 Evaluation Report has been finalised. 
 
Following the initial information sessions with Schedule 1 parties, key stakeholders and 
the community held in early June 2018, further technical meetings have commenced.  
The purpose of these sessions is to: 

• further explain the technical science that informs the proposed minimum flow 
numbers promoted for individual catchments; 

• discuss catchment specific questions and gaps in ORC understanding; and, 

• provide stakeholders with an opportunity to discuss the hydrology and ecology of 
the respective catchments, and to share their local knowledge and available data 
with ORC.  

 
Staff have prepared a summary of the outcomes and findings of the sessions held so far 
and is reported as a separate agenda item. 
 
Engagement continues with Iwi stakeholders.  Staff expect to receive input from Iwi by 
the middle of August 2018. 
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5. Recommendation 
 That this report be noted. 

 
Endorsed by: Ian McCabe 

Acting Director Policy, Planning and Resource Management 
 

 
Attachments 
Nil 
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11.2. National Planning Standards 
 

Prepared for: Policy Committee 
Report No. PPRM1819 
Prepared by: Sylvie Leduc, Senior Policy Analyst 
Date: 27 July 2018 

 
  

1. Précis 
The Minister for the Environment is consulting on draft National Planning Standards, 
which have the aim of achieving greater consistency in the format, structure and 
definitions of regional policy statements, regional plans and district plans. To implement 
the draft standards within the compulsory timeframes, ORC will have to, as a minimum, 
review all of its Resource Management Act plans to understand the implications of the 
draft Standards, notify  full reviews of its Regional Plan: Water and Regional Plan: Coast 
Plan, potentially make significant amendments to other plans, and notify significant 
changes to the Regional Policy Statement, all by 2024. The impact on the Regional 
Policy Statement will be particularly significant. The standards will also require 
investment into new information systems, to transition to “ePlans” 1. 
 
2. Background 
Under the 2017 amendments to the Resource Management Act 1991 (RMA), the 
Minister for the Environment is required to develop National Planning Standards to be 
gazetted by April 2019. 
 
National Planning Standards must ensure national consistency where required and 
support the implementation of National Policy Statements and other central government 
regulations. They may include content or formatting requirements as necessary, and 
must include as a minimum: 

a) “a structure and form for policy statements and plans, including 
references to relevant national policy statements, national 
environmental standards, and regulations made under this Act;  

b) definitions; and 

c) requirements for the electronic functionality and accessibility of policy 
statements and plans” (RMA s58G). 

 
Unless otherwise specified in the National Planning Standards, local authorities must 
implement mandatory requirements within a year, and “discretionary” requirements 
within five years.  
 
The Ministry for the Environment is currently seeking written submissions on draft 
National Planning Standards. Submissions close on 17 August 2018. No further 
consultation is planned before the standards are gazetted. 
 

                                                 
1 “An ePlan is a fully interactive, hyperlinked electronic plan located on a website with an embedded GIS 
system” (Ministry for the Environment. 2018. Draft National Planning Standards Consultation Document. 
Wellington: Ministry for the Environment.) 
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3. Summary of the draft national planning standards 
More information on the national planning standards is available on MfE’s website. 
 
The key benefits the Minister for the Environment seeks to realise from greater 
consistency across plans are: 
1. More efficient planning processes; 
2. User-friendly plans and policy statements (through easier access, navigation and 

interpretation); and 
3. Better implementation of national directions. 
 
The draft National Planning Standards mostly focus on the structure and formatting of 
plans and regional policy statements, their online accessibility, and on standard 
definitions. They require regional plans to be combined into one comprehensive regional 
plan and seek to drive the transition towards “ePlans.  
 
Under the proposed draft, local authorities must implement most of the standards by 
April 2024, except for standards on the electronic accessibility of plans, which must be 
implemented by April 2020. A two-year extension is being provided for specified plans 
and policy statements that have recently been reviewed. As proposed, this two-year 
extension would not apply to the Regional Policy Statement. 
 
4. Impact on ORC’s plans and work programme 
Under the proposed draft, the National Planning Standards can be implemented without 
having to go through a plan change process, unless the substance of the plans' 
provisions is changed. 
 
Under ORC's current 10-year work programme, the National Planning Standards 
requirements will be incorporated to the full review of the Regional Plan: Coast and 
Regional Plan: Water. The provisions of the Regional Plan: Air and Regional Plan: Waste 
will not be substantively changed, so they can be amended to fit into the new structure 
and format without progressing through a formal plan change process.  
 
The draft National Planning Standards also introduce a compulsory timeframe for the 
notifying the reviews of the Regional Plan: Coast and Regional Plan: Water. Both will 
have to be notified before April 2024.  
 
Significant changes will also have to be made to the structure and content of the Regional 
Policy Statement, which will also have to be completed by April 2024. This was not 
previously being factored in ORC's work programme. 
 
ORC has already provided for transitioning to “ePlans” in its work programme and 
budgets. 
 
5. ORC’s submission to the draft national planning standards 
The Policy team is co-ordinating ORC’s submission to the draft standards, and will 
consider any opportunity to participate in joint submissions with other local authorities so 
that: 
 The benefits from greater consistency across plans are realised; 
 Regional councils maintain the flexibility required to address regional specific 

issues and 

http://www.mfe.govt.nz/rma/legislative-tools/national-planning-standards
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 The time and effort ORC and the community invested to review the regional policy 
statement are adequately recognised by requesting ORC receive a 2-year 
extension (2026) for its implementation under the standards. 

 
6. Recommendation 

 That this report be received and noted. 
 
Endorsed by: Ian McCabe 

Acting Director Policy Planning and Resource Management 
 
Attachments 
Nil 
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11.3. Minimum Flow Plan Change Update 
 

Prepared for: Policy Committee 
Report No. PPRM1820 
Activity: Environmental – Priority Catchments Minimum Flows and Residual 

Flows Plan Change  
Prepared by: Lisa Hawkins, Senior Policy Analyst 

Ian McCabe, Acting Director Policy Planning and Resource 
Management 

Date: 27 July 2018 
 
  

1. Précis 
This report provides a summary of the progress made on the Priority Catchments 
Minimum Flow Plan Change in recent weeks including an update on community sessions 
and expert input.   
 
2. Background 
The purpose of this Plan Change is to set a minimum flow for the three catchments 
Manuherikia, Cardrona and Arrow, and to update the residual flows policies currently 
operative in the Water Plan.  The work required to set a minimum flow for each catchment 
is at different stages of completion, and some pieces of work such as a water reliability 
models, economic, social and cultural assessments are still underway.  
 
To explain the work that has informed the draft minimum flow proposals, as presented 
to the community and stakeholders in early June, a series follow-up sessions have been 
held.  These sessions also provided an opportunity to hear from the community and 
stakeholders existing data and information that may be useful to progressing the plan 
change. 
 
Set out below is the session schedule and summary of the engagement that occurred at 
each session: 
 
Stakeholder session – held in Dunedin 29 June 2018 

• 12 attendees from various agencies attended the discussion on the three 
catchments. 

• Arrow catchment – Questions were raised around how the QLDC community 
water supply would be affected by the minimum flow.  Staff confirmed that it will 
be exempt from restrictions.   
Commentary was provided around long fin eel habitat and a desire to see that 
habitat modelling included in the assessment.    

• Cardrona catchment – Concern was expressed as to why the catchment has been 
split into two areas.  In particular, concern related to clarifying how the takes below 
the Mount Barker flow recorder might have other restrictions such as residual 
flows apply.  The work on the lower reach should be a priority for Council to 
continue work.  
As the Cardrona catchment is considered locally significant fishery, the 
importance of ensuring habitat is protected in the context of the drying reach was 
raised.  Attendees also expressed a desire to understand how long (length) the 
drying reach of the river would be.  It was explained by staff that this is difficult to 
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determine the length of the drying reach is dependant how the river braids, which 
varies year to year.   

• Manuherikia – Clear desire to see the water reliability, economic and social 
assessments completed to inform future inputs.  Concern expressed around 
validity of some data sets.  There were also questions around the minimum flow 
options being set lower than achieving a high level of habitat against naturalised 
flows.   

 
Arrow Catchment – held in Arrowtown 2 July 2018  

• Two sessions – one with Arrow Irrigation Company and one with broader 
community stakeholders and consent holders. 

• 11 attendees across the two sessions. 

• Participants requested the explanation about how the habitat curves to avoid 
nuisance algae are interpreted. This included an explanation of habitat benefits 
between the various options presented in December 2017 (i.e. 800l/s, 900l/s, 
1000l/s). 

• The proposed 800l/s appeared to be well received by those who attended.  

• Concern expressed that the more complex catchments of the Manuherikia and 
the Cardrona may hold up the progression of this catchment.  Staff advised that 
there are options for ORC to consider as the plan change progresses to avoid 
unnecessary delays to parts of the plan change that are accepted.  

 
Manuherikia Catchment – held in Omakau 18 and 9 July 2018 

• Five sessions were held in the catchment across two days.  They were focussed 
on the waters users in the catchment and those who attended the sessions in 
June 2018.  These sessions focussed on key tributaries in the catchment, as well 
as the science and technical work supporting the approach across the whole 
catchment.  

• In addition to the sessions with the community, science staff and the Council’s 
NIWA consultant carried out a series of site visits to observe key elements of the 
“plumbing” of the water taking in the catchment.  Representatives of the 
community were present at these site visits to provide to input.  The site visits 
provide key inputs into the building of the water reliability model. 

• The sessions were well attended across the two days.  

• Concern expressed from the community that the science data and analysis 
presented did not reflect their understanding and data collection across the 
catchment, and questions around the robustness of the data was also raised. 

• Key analysis has taken too long to complete and there is concern that this will put 
too much pressure on the community to respond. 

• Concern expressed that the environmental aspects are being weighted more 
highly than those of economics and social.  

• Request made for ORC to interpret an Otago centric approach to implementing 
the National Policy Statement Freshwater Management, and to include allocation 
into this plan change.  There was also concerns that short-term consents could 
result if allocation was not addressed.  
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• Community requested further opportunity to input into the data that is informing 
the hydrology and water reliability model.  They also expressed their desire to be 
able to review technical reports as they are finalised.  

• It was agreed that further meetings would be held with the community to provide 
the opportunity for the community to share data for consideration into the 
hydrology model.  

• In addition to the meetings mentioned above, the community also requested an 
opportunity to meet with the Chief Executive, Chairman and Councillors.  The 
Chief Executive has made a commitment to go back to the area to sit down with 
their representatives to discuss their understanding and science for the catchment 
to assist us in forming a data set that provides the best possible flow information 
for our surety model and minimum flow calculations. This is scheduled for 
Thursday 9 August 2018. 

 
Cardrona Catchment – rescheduled for early August 2018 

• This was rescheduled at the request of the Cardrona Water Users Group. 
 
3. Next steps 
Set out below is a summary of the key next steps: 

• Further meetings with the Community. As an outcome of the Manuherikia 
sessions on the 18 and 19 July 2018, a further opportunity to discuss potential for 
data from the community that may be useful in the development of the NIWA 
CHES Water Reliability Model have been arranged for 9 August 2018. 

• Consultation with Iwi. The input of Iwi has been sought throughout the plan 
change process to date. Input is continuing and in consultation with Aukaha on 
behalf of Iwi, we expect key inputs, including flow assessments to be completed 
by the middle of August.   

• Manuherikia CHES Water Reliability Model. NIWA has been appointed to prepare 
and deliver the water reliability model. NIWA has begun this consultancy with site 
visits during the week beginning 16 July 2018. Following the sessions with the 
community, staff agreed that the community would have an opportunity to identify 
data that may inform the model build and analysis.  This approach is currently 
being considered as is any impact this will have on the timing of delivery for this 
piece of work. 

• Economic and social assessments. These components have been completed for 
the Arrow catchment and are partially completed for the Cardrona, with further 
work required. More substantial work is needed for the Manuherikia catchment. 
Finalising this work depends on completing the water reliability work. 

• Preparation of the s32 report.  Preparation of this report is underway, with the 
initial focus being on those elements of the plan change where information is 
completed to a necessary standard.   

 
4. Revised timeframes 
In accordance with Council’s most recent resolution, staff have re-evaluated the likely 
timeline for completing the technical reports and supporting information through to 
notifying the plan change. 
 
Target dates for key upcoming stages are as follows: 

• August 2018 – Community meetings complete. 
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• December 2018 – All technical reports complete. 

• December 2018 – Draft s32 Report 80% complete. 

• Mid-December 2018 – ‘Special’ council workshop (to provide supporting 
information, overview of the plan change and direction, and seek input). 

• January 2018 – Draft s32 Report 100% complete. 

• February/March 2018 – Iwi pre-notification. 

• March/April 2018 – Final s32 Report complete. 

• March 2018 – May 2018 – Council resolution to notify (target notification date 
within this range is dependent on outcomes from steps above). 

 
5. Providing technical reports to the community 
Recent discussions with the community have been around the technical work needed to 
inform the plan change, acknowledging that there is still work to be carried out before 
Council will be in a position to notify a plan change. These discussions have also 
provided an opportunity for the community to identify data and information which it 
believes may be useful in informing the plan change. At the completion of the next round 
of discussions (scheduled for 9 August 2018) the project team will work on receiving 
consultant inputs and finalising the necessary assessments for completing the s.32 
report. This will include preparing ecological and hydrology assessments for each 
catchment in the plan change. 
 
When these pieces of work are finalised, they can be made available on Council’s 
website for the community to view and review. The community will be informed via email 
and also more broadly via press release when these documents are available. Once all 
the documentation for the plan change is finalised and is the plan change is notified, any 
interested person will have the opportunity to provide a submission and participate in the 
hearing process. 
 
The timeframes provided above reflect this approach, and as such do not provide for 
further consultation sessions with the community prior to notification. 
 
6. Communications Plan 
Please see appended to this report the communications strategy for this plan change for 
your information.  The document is a working document and is subject to change as the 
plan change activity progresses and evolves. 
 
7. Recommendation 
That Council: 

 Receive this report. 

 Note this report. 

 Note the revised timeframes for completing the necessary technical inputs and 
supporting information required to notify the plan change.  

 
Endorsed by: Ian McCabe 

Acting Director Policy Planning and Resource Management 
 
Attachments 
NIL 
{rmove-from-minutes-end} 
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12. NOTICES OF MOTION 
 
 
13. CLOSURE 
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