
Thursday 23rd April, 7-9pm, Herbert Hall

African feather grass Community Meeting



What we will cover 
today:
• Introductions
• African feather grass

• Why is it an issue/pest?
• What does it look like?
• ORC response
• What should I do?

• Q&A
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Why is it an issue?
• Exclusion species in RPMP
• Produces large amounts of seed
• Easily spread through:

• wind, water, stock, clothes, and soil 
via rhizomes.

• Outcompetes native grass and 
tussock species

• Infests productive grass land, 
riverbeds , riverbanks and road 
verges
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Why is it a pest?
• Hard to remove once established
• Affects- environmental and economic 

values of land
• Prevention is cheaper than a cure
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ST



What does it look like?

• Tussock up to 2m tall
• Leaves- thin and ribbed 

underneath with rough leaf 
edges

• Casing is covered in hairs
• Flowers- long, thin, yellow-

purple spike that stick to 
clothing, hair and wool
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ORC response
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March 2026- Report 
received

26 March 2026 
Confirmed- seed 
heads removed

31 March 2026 
Delimiting surveys 

undertaken

April/May 2026- 
Initial herbicide 
spray treatment

September 2026-  
Secondary spray 

treatment

March 2027- 
Rehabilitation- spot 

spray as needed

2027 Monitoring 
and spot spray– 

3-monthly

2028–2029 
Monitoring and spot 

spray 6-monthly
June 2029  Proof of 

Eradication



What should 
I do?
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• Do not attempt control 
yourself 

• Report any sightings to ORC

• Website: Report A Pest
• Phone: 0800 474 082
• Email: customerservices@orc.g

ovt.nz

mailto:customerservices@orc.govt.nz
mailto:customerservices@orc.govt.nz
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Any questions?
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