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What we will cover
today:

* Introductions
* African feather grass

Why is it an issue/pest?
What does it look like?
* ORCresponse
 What should | do?
« Q&A
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Why is it an issue?

Exclusion species in RPMP
Produces large amounts of seed
Easily spread through:

* wind, water, stock, clothes, and soil
via rhizomes.

Outcompetes native grass and
tussock species

Infests productive grass land,

riverbeds, riverbanks and road
verges
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Why is it a pest?

* Hard to remove once established

» Affects- environmental and economic
values of land

* Prevention is cheaper than a cure

HIGH

Progressive
containment

Exclusion and
surveillance Eradication

a8 not in small iumbee of s on Sustained control
loca opulations pLi b ' Widespread and abundant
o e.g. rabbits, gorse, broom

INFESTATION
COST

Low

PREVENT SPREAD TIME » REDUCE IMPACT
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What does it look like?

* Tussock up to 2m tall

e Leaves- thin and ribbed
underneath with rough leaf
edges
Casing is covered in hairs
Flowers- long, thin, yellow-
purple spike that stick to
clothing, hair and wool
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ORC response

26 March 2026
Confirmed- seed
heads removed

31 March 2026
Delimiting surveys
undertaken

April/May 2026-
Initial herbicide
spray treatment

September 2026-
Secondary spray
treatment

March 2026- Report
received

March 2027-
Rehabilitation- spot
spray as needed

2027 Monitoring
and spot spray-
3-monthly

2028-2029
Monitoring and spot
spray 6-monthly

June 2029 Proof of
Eradication
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What should
| do?

Do not attempt control
yourself

Report any sightings to ORC

Website: Report A Pest
Phone: 0800 474 082

Email: customerservices@orc.g
ovt.nz

Report this pest!
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1
Report this pest

Your report is a valuable way to help protect Otago’s environment. This
information alerts our biosecurity team to any potential biosecurity
threats in the Otago region. Feedback via this form is monitored during
office hours Mon-Fri 8am-5pm. Your request will be reviewed, and we
will be in contact if we have any further questions.

Help us
find African
feather grass

not|

| Pest sighting details &

Are you reporting a wallaby?*
Mo

Pest type*

Animal @ Plant Aquatic

Note the location

Pest species

Select from dropdown

Take a photo
{if possible)

African feather gr

Report this pest
at

Interested in learning about the legal rules for this pest? Click below.
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