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Egeria

Why is it a pest?

Egeria is an invasive freshwater weed that grows
fast, lives a long time, and can outcompete
native freshwater species.

Large clumps of egeria can come free from the underwater
meadows where they grow, causing flooding by blocking
waterways and drainage. It can also choke hydro turbines.

Freshwater Pest

Egeria shades out smaller native species and prevents
seedlings establishing. Its rotting vegetation stops water
from flowing, killing plants and animals.

As only male plants are found in Aotearoa New Zealand, no
seeds are produced. New plants form from stem fragments
that break off — this can occur through human activities
involving boats, trailers and other water equipment.

Egeria is found throughout the North Island, with only a few
sites in the South Island. It has not been reported in Otago.

What does it look like?

e Size: Stems can grow up to five metres long.

Common name:

e Appearance: Egeria is a slim freshwater plant that

grows underwater with long, floating stems. Its leaves Ege ria

are narrow, dark green, and grow in groups of 4 to 6 ) .

around the stem at the same level. Scientific name:
o Similar species: Similar to lagarosiphon, elodea and Egeria densa

hydrilla.

¢ Flowers: Three-petalled white flowers with yellow Management programme:

stamens (the male fertilising organ of a flower), that t

sit on the surface of the water. Egeria is not known to Exclusion

seed in Aotearoa New Zealand.
The exclusion programme aims to stop certain
pests that are in very low numbers, or in
surrounding areas, from establishing in Otago.

¢ Habitats: It grows in mostly still or slow-moving,
highly lit underwater sites, and survives in a wide
range of temperatures.

Report If you have seen or suspect the presence of this pest, you

this peSt! must report the sighting to us at orc.govt.nz/reportpests




What are the rules?

To prevent egeria from establishing in Otago
and negatively affecting economic wellbeing
and environmental values, it is in the
exclusion programme of the Otago Regional
Pest Management Plan (2019-2029).

Egeria is declared an unwanted organism in the
National Pest Plant Accord (NPPA). Any species
declared a pest under the NPPA cannot be sold or
be in a place where plants are being sold.

Pest plants cannot be propagated, bred,
multiplied, communicated, released, caused to be
released, or otherwise spread.
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What should | do?

Otago Regional Council will be responsible
for controlling the plant if it gets into
Otago, most likely in collaboration with
the Ministry for Primary Industries,
Department of Conservation, Toitt Te

-
Whenua Land Information New Zealand, Report this pQSt

and land occupiers.
If you think you have spotted egeria, l
please let us know by reporting it. He p us

Preventing the spread of egeria using the Check,

Clean, Dry method is the best strategy, as removal ﬁ nd egeria

of invasive freshwater pests from our waterways is

L

both difficult and expensive. You must notify Otago Regional
Cleaning your craft and gear for biosecurity purposes Council if you suspect the

is an important way to help protect the freshwater presence of this pest.
environment. Just as regular maintenance keeps . , .

your equipment in good condition, biosecurity If you think you’ve seen it:

cleaning keeps lakes and rivers healthy for everyone.

Note the location

v YOUR GEAR FOR STOWAWAY Take a phot
U CHECK  pests anp Remove THEM (ifa:)osesi%lg o0
CLEAN  YOUR GEAR THOROUGHLY Rteport this pest
a
IT FOR 48 HOURS BEFORE
DRY RELOCATING TO ANOTHER
WATERWAY!

For more information, visit orc.govt.nz/egeria




