
Online session, 30 June 2026

Regional Pest Management Plan 
Review 2026



Agenda

• What is a Regional Pest Management Plan?

• Review process and timeline

• Things to consider

• Next steps

• Any questions?



What is a Regional Pest Management Plan?



What is a RPMP

A regional pest management plan identifies the pests in Otago 
that ORC will regulate for the life of the plan.  

It sets an objective for each pest species that is designed to 
eliminate or minimise impacts on the things we value. 

Production (Economic) Environment Social / Cultural Human Health



Management 
Programmes



Invasion Curve



Management Actions

1. Land occupier rules and compliance inspections.

2. Council-led surveillance, monitoring and control.

3. Education and advocacy.

4. Collaboration.



Rules for land occupiers
Example rule:

Plan Rule 6.4.6.1 
An occupier within the Otago region 
shall control feral rabbit densities on 
the land they occupy to at or below 
Level 3 on the Modified McLean 
Scale. 

A breach of this rule creates an 
offence under section 154N(19) of the 
Biosecurity Act. 



Good Neighbour Rules



Pathways management



Review process and timeline



Timeline

• Our current RPMP needs review by 2029 and we have started the 
process early due to known issues with the current plan.



Review process

• Engagement with the public, iwi partners and stakeholders

• Biosecurity impact assessments

• Analysis of costs and benefits of managing the pest in the plan and  
Council must be satisfied that the benefits of managing the pest 
through the RPMP outweigh the costs.

• Consideration of whether the pest would be better managed through 
voluntary actions (i.e., Catchment Action Plan).



Feedback received 
so far
• Survey asked - Which pests 

worry you the most?

• Over 900 responses received. 

• Top responses highlighted in 
Discussion Document as 
“Spotlight species”. 

• Seeking further feedback on 
how to manage these species. 



Further engagement
• Discussion Document 

and online feedback 
form open until 8 July

• Community meetings 
15 June - 6 July



Things to consider



Effectiveness of the 
Current Plan

An external effectiveness review 
was completed in 2025.

It  identified progress and 
challenges in achieving RPMP 
objectives.



Things we are considering

• Which species to include as pests in the plan

• Best way to manage species 

• Pathway management of freshwater and marine pests

• Role of site-led programmes

• Best way to protect biodiversity and cultural values, e.g. 
RPMP rules or voluntary actions. 



Next Steps



Next Steps

• Fill out the online feedback form
• Attend a community session
• Get involved in the formal submission 

process in 2027



Thank you, any questions?
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