September 2026 Amendments to the Regional Plan: Water
Table 1 shows the S55 Amendments to the Regional Plan: Water to give effect to the National Policy Statement for Freshwater Management 2020
The changes are shown in red strikethrough and underline for the January 2024 amendments to the NPS-FM, orange strikethrough and underline for the October 2024 amendments, and green strikethrough and underline for the December 2025 amendments. 
	Plan Provision
	Details of proposed change

	Policy 10.4.8
	Amend Policy 10.4.8:
The loss of natural inland wetlands is avoided, their values are protected, and their restoration is promoted, except where:
(a) The loss of extent or values arises from any of the following:
(i) The customary harvest of food or resources undertaken in accordance with tikanga Maori
(ii) Restoration activities Wetland maintenance, restoration, or biosecurity (as defined in the National Policy Statement for Freshwater Management)
(iii) Scientific research
(iv) The sustainable harvest of sphagnum moss
(v) The construction or maintenance of wetland utility structures (as defined in the Resource Management (National Environmental Standards for Freshwater) Regulations 2020
(vi) The maintenance or operation of specified infrastructure, or other infrastructure (as defined in the Resource Management (National Environmental Standards for Freshwater) Regulations 2020
(vii) Natural hazard works (as defined in the Resource Management (National Environmental Standards for Freshwater) Regulations 2020; or
(b) The regional council is satisfied that:
(i) The activity is necessary for the construction or upgrade of specified infrastructure; and
(ii) The specified infrastructure will provide significant national or regional benefits; and
(iii) There is a functional need for the specified infrastructure in that location; and
(iv) The effects of the activity are managed through applying the effects management hierarchy.
(c) The regional council is satisfied that:
(i) The activity is necessary for the purpose of urban development that contributes to a well-functioning urban environment (as defined in the National Policy Statement on Urban Development); and
(ii) The urban development will provide significant national, regional or district benefits; and
(iii) The activity occurs on land identified for urban development in operative provisions of a regional or district plan; and
(iv) The activity does not occur on land that is zoned in a district plan as general rural, rural production, or rural lifestyle; and
(v) There is either no practicable alternative location for the activity within the area of the development, or every other practicable location in the area of the development would have equal or greater adverse effects on a natural inland wetland; and
(vi) The effects of the activity will be managed through applying the effects management hierarchy; or
(d) The regional council is satisfied that:
(i) The activity is necessary for the purpose of quarrying activities; and
(ii) The extraction of the aggregate will provide significant national or regional benefits; and
(iii) There is a functional need or operational need for the activity to be done in that location; and
(iv) The effects of the activity will be managed through applying the effects management hierarchy; or
(e) The regional council is satisfied that:
(i) The activity is necessary for the purpose of:
(A)	Tthe extraction of minerals (other than coal) and ancillary activities; or and
(B)	the extraction of coal and ancillary activities as part of the operation or extension of an existing coal mine; and
(ii) The extraction of the mineral will provide significant national or regional benefits; and
(iii) There is a functional need or operational need for the activity to be done in that location; and
(iv) The effects of the activity will be managed through applying the effects management hierarchy; or
(f) The regional council is satisfied that:
(i) The activity is necessary for the purpose of constructing or operating a new or existing landfill or cleanfill area; and
(ii) The landfill or cleanfill area:
(A)	Will provide significant national or regional benefits; or
(B)	Is required to support urban development as referred to in paragraph (c); or
(C)	Is required to support the extraction of aggregates as referred to in paragraph (d); or
(D)	Is required to support the extraction of minerals as referred to in paragraph (e); and
(iii) There is either no practicable alternative location in the region, or every other practicable alternative location in the region would have equal or greater adverse effects on a natural inland wetland; and
(iv) The effects of the activity will be managed through applying the effects management hierarchy.



Table 2 shows the s44A amendments to the Regional Plan: Water for Otago which remove inconsistencies with the Resource Management (National Environmental Standards for Commercial Forestry) Regulations 2017.
	Plan Provision
	Details of proposed change

	Table 2: Index to Regional Plan: Water rules
	Amend the last section of the table:
	Plantation Commercial forestry

	Discharges to water or to land in circumstances that may end up in water 
The Resource Management (National Environmental Standards for Commercial Forestry) Regulations 2017 apply instead of the rules in this Plan to the extent provided for in regulation 5.
	12.C 
	Other discharges 

	Disturbance of a river bed 
	13.5 
	Alteration of the bed of a lake or river, or of a Regionally Significant Wetland 

	Rules that apply to plantation forestry 
	Schedule 17 
	Schedule of rules that apply to plantation forestry in Otago 




	Advice note after 12.C.A.2
	Delete advice note:
Note: Rules applying to plantation forestry: 
• Refer to the Resource Management (National Environmental Standards for Plantation Forestry) Regulations 2017: 
http://www.legislation.govt.nz/regulation/public/2017/0174/latest/whole.html 
• Refer to Schedule 17: Rules applying to plantation forestry in Otago. 
• Rules that apply: 12.C.1.1 (d) (e) (f), excluding (iii); 12.C.2.1; 12.C.2.2; 12.C.2.4; 12.C.3.2. 

	13.5: Advice note after 13.5.A.1
	Delete advice note:
Note: Rules applying to plantation forestry: 
• Refer to the Resource Management (National Environmental Standards for Plantation Forestry) Regulations 2017: 
http://www.legislation.govt.nz/regulation/public/2017/0174/latest/whole.html 
• Refer to Schedule 17: Rules applying to plantation forestry in Otago. 
• Rules that apply: 
13.5.1.1(g) for river crossings; 
13.5.3.1 for any bed disturbance outside spawning seasons as defined in the Fish Spawning Indicator.7 

	14.5: Advice note before 14.5.1
	Delete advice note:
Notes: 
1. The rules in Section 14.5 do not apply to earthworks or soil disturbances covered by the Resource Management (National Environmental Standards for Plantation Forestry) Regulations 2017. 
2. Discharges resulting from earthworks for residential development are addressed only through rules in section 14.5.

	Schedule 17: Schedule of rules applying to plantation forestry in Otago
	Revoke Schedule 17



